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TURNING off grid-road lights has
contributed to the death of a
pedestrian, MK NEWS can exclu-
sively reveal.

And it has emerged that no for-
mal risk assessment was carried
out by Milton Keynes Council
(MKC) before the decision was
made to turn off 2,700 grid road
lights.

At the inquest into the death of
25-year-old caterer Gary Tomkins,
from Melton in Stantonbury, on
Friday it was also revealed that a
second, similar, fatality at a site
where lights were switched off is
currently being investigated.

Mr Tomkins’ life support was
switched off at John Radcliffe
Hospital in Oxford on November
30 last year after he was hit by a
van on the V7 Saxon Street,
between the South Saxon and
Eaglestone roundabouts, in the
early hours of November 28.

He was returning from a night
out with friends in Fenny Stratford,
and was walking in the middle of
the road when he was hit.

Coroner Tom Osborne heard
from collision investigator
Stephen Moffat that because the

grid road lights were turned off, Mr
Tomkins was wearing a coat of ‘low
contrast’, and driver Graham
Smith was using dipped head-
lights, visibility would have been
down to 20 or 30 metres.

In those conditions, at 55 miles
per hour, 90 out of 100 drivers
would hit a pedestrian.

When asked by Mr Osborne if
street lighting would have
increased these chances signifi-
cantly, Mr Moffat said it would.

MKC made the controversial
decision to switch off 6,000 grid
road lights last February in an
effort to help save around £27mil-
lion in the financial year.

Of these, 2,700 were switched off
at the beginning of last summer
and remain off. After a safety
assessment in August last year the
remaining 3,300 are being
‘trimmed and dimmed’ – timed to
dim at certain hours of the night.

MKC assistant director of high-
ways and transport, Alex
Constantinides, told the inquest
that lights were only switched off
where there is ‘full separation of
pedestrians and vehicles’, and that
data consulted before the decision
was made showed only 1.5 per
cent of accidents involving pedes-
trians occurred on the grid road

network. But he also revealed that
at the time there was no consulta-
tion with stakeholders such as the
police because ‘it was felt there
were no safety implications’.

Mr Osborne will now write to
MKC and ask it to reconsider the
switch off, under a ‘rule 43’ report
where a coroner is concerned a
similar death might occur.

Summing up, he said: “I appreci-
ate the grid system is designed to
keep pedestrians and cars apart, in
an ideal world.

“But there’s nothing to prevent
them from walking on the grid
roads because there’s no provision
to stop them from doing so.

“I’ve heard the decision was
made to turn off some of the lights,
but it does surprise me that deci-
sion was made without a formal
risk assessment, and it concerns
me that it was made without con-
sultation with stakeholders such as
Thames Valley Police.

“A contributing factor here was
the lights were switched off, and I
will ask the council to review that
decision and give consideration to
the grid roads, and do a formal
consultation with Thames Valley
Police.”

The council has 56 days to
respond to the coroner’s report.

Call for probe
after death in
road blackout

MKNEWS
celebrates
500th issue
EAGLE-EYED readers may
have noticed this is a spe-
cial edition of MK NEWS.

That’s because since
Milton Keynes on Sunday
became MK NEWS on
August 14, 2002, 500 edi-
tions of the paper have
been produced.

That’s almost ten years
this paper has brought our
readers the latest weekly
Milton Keynes news first,
with exclusive articles and
revealing investigations, as
well as support for the
community with successful
campaigns.

Over the years we’ve
exclusively revealed some
shocking incidents in the
city that have outraged res-
idents, such as the move of
Soham murderer Ian
Huntley to HMP Woodhill, in
October 2002. We’ve sup-
ported MK Dons throughout
their existence, with the
first match report in our
100th edition in July 2004.

MK NEWS has always
been the first on the scene
when disaster has struck in
the city - we were the first
to report the incredible col-
lapse of 15 storeys of scaf-
folding at the Jury’s Inn
construction in April 2006,
when a worker was killed.

We also campaigned for
the release of two men
wrongfully convicted for the
death of Rachel Manning in
2000, and in October 2010
we were first to reveal 600
jobs were set to be lost at
Milton Keynes Council.

It’s been a pleasure to
bring you 500 editions of
the city’s favourite paper,
and all at MK NEWS would
like to thank all our readers
for your support.

Here’s to 500 more.

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

THERE’S been
eggs-cellent
fun on offer as
people have
been getting
into the Easter
spirit with a
whole host of
events.
Turn to page 5
for more.



A FATHER is bursting with pride after delivering his
baby in the hallway of his family home.

Mark Scott, 36, of Redbridge, Stantonbury, stepped
up to the challenge after he was told by Milton Keynes
Hospital not to bring his partner, Zuzana Kralikova,
27, into the maternity ward despite the fact that she
was experiencing contractions every three to six min-
utes.

Baby Preston was born at 9.24am last Tuesday after a
calm Mr Scott acted as midwife for the morning with
the help of South Central Ambulance Service who
talked him through the delivery.

But despite a successful delivery he has no plans to
swap his job as a search engine optimiser for a career
in midwifery.

He said: “Before the delivery I’d have thought that
this would be terrifying, but it was amazing and I’m
really glad it happened this way.”

Mr Scott rang the maternity ward at around 8am but
was told that the contractions could last a few days so
the best place was for Miss Kralikova was at home.

He said: “I explained that I thought the contractions
were quite strong so they told me to bring her in but
not to rush and let Zuzana have her breakfast and a
bath first.

“As I was packing up the car she told me her water
had broken so I rang the ambulance service.”

Mr Scott is very proud of his partner who bravely
gave birth without any pain relief.

A spokesman for the hospital said: “We would like to
extend our congratulations to the couple and say well
done to Mr Scott for delivering baby Preston.”

The couple’s first child, Sophia, two, was born at
Luton and Dunstable Hospital and after hearing
unfavourable stories about Milton Keynes Hospital
they were apprehensive about Preston’s birth.

However, after a tour of the maternity ward they had
a change of heart.

He said: “We’d heard bad press about the hospital and
were concerned but when we saw the ward we really
impressed by the facilities and one-to-one care but as
it turned out there was no need for concern anyway.” Mark and Suzana Scott with baby Preston

Dad’s home delivery
produces baby son
BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk

Livestock to return to city’s green spaces
SPRING is here and The
Parks Trust’s cattle and
sheep will be moving
out of their winter quar-
ters and returning to
graze around the city.

You will soon be able
to spot livestock grazing
on land at Manor Farm,
Woughton on the Green,
Stones (between
Woughton Park and

Walton Hall), Wolverton
Mill, Haversham,
Stonebridge and
Passenham.

Over the summer cat-
tle and sheep will graze
about 800 of the trust’s
5,000 acres of parkland
throughout the city,
including the Ouse
Valley, Ouzel Valley, and
Shenley Toot.

Rob Riekie, head of
operations at the trust,
said: “We are in the
process of installing
signs to let people know
when they are entering a
grazing area. While our
cattle and sheep are in
the fields we are asking
all dog owners, walkers
and cyclists to continue
to enjoy the parks but

also to take special care
when travelling through
grazing areas.

“Our cattle and sheep
are a great, and green,
way of managing our
parkland. They are good
for biodiversity and can
also reach the parts that
more conventional
mowing machinery
would find difficult.”

MKNEWSBRIEFS

Check pharmacy times
IF YOU need to go to the
pharmacy on Sunday, be sure
to check its opening times. Cox
& Robinson Pharmacy in Market
Place, Olney, will be open from
10am-2pm, Jardines Pharmacy
in Highland Drive, Broughton is
open from 10am-1pm, and
Cox & Robinson Pharmacy in
Farthing Grove, Netherfield is
open from 1-4pm.

Charge in weapon case
POLICE have charged a man
with carrying an offensive
weapon after an alleged incident
in Beaufort Road, Willen, last
Tuesday. Mawuko Selormey, 31,
of Landsborough Gate, Willen,
has been bailed to appear at
Milton Keynes Magistrates’ Court
next Wednesday.

Pick the mascot day charity
ORGANISERS of the popular annu-
al Mascot Olympics are appealing
for people to nominate their
favourite charity to be recipients of
the funds raised.

In the year of the London 2012
Olympics, the Theatre District has
promised this year’s Mascot
Olympics and Family Day will be
the biggest and best yet, and the
date has now been set for Saturday,
June 16.

Last year, MK Play Association
was nominated and selected as the
charity of the event, which raised
almost £1,000 as well as reaching
out to hundreds of local people by
raising their profile.

Theatre District marketing and
communications manager Sara
Mills said: “Each year we like to
give a new Milton Keynes-based

charity the chance to be our chari-
ty of the Mascot Olympics.

“Last year was the biggest so far
and hundreds of people turned up
to take part in many of the free
events and activities on the day.

“It’s a great family day for every-
one and a wonderful opportunity
for our charity to engage with the
public.”

The 2012 Mascot Olympics will
see the return of 20 to 30 mascots
from all around the country taking
part in six Olympic-themed events.

Also confirmed for the day is the
funfair and MK Parkour (free run-
ners).

To nominate your charity, e-mail
sara.mills@theatre-district.co.uk

For the latest information, join
the Facebook Page at
www.facebook.com/theatredistrict
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BY DAN PALMER
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THE number of personal rob-
beries in the city has alarmingly
jumped by a massive 56 per cent
in just a fortnight - and
teenagers with Blackberrys have
been the main targets.

Police say the rise happened
over the past two weeks when
compared to the previous two
and are now warning offenders
that they could spend years
behind bars if caught.

Detective Inspector Mark
Glover said that the majority of
the cases had involved Blackberry
phones, which are being stolen
because of the free BBM messag-
ing service.

He said: “Some may consider
this as a case of severe bullying as
it’s not massive levels of violence

being used against the victims,
but the point we want to get
across is that they will be dealt
with as robberies.

“You’re looking at three to five
years imprisonment and that
could be after a first conviction.”

A crime analyst has looked into
the situation but Mr Glover said
that there is ‘no indication’ as to
why the rise has happened.

There were 13 more offences
than normal during the two weeks
out of more than 40 in total.

Most of the victims are aged
between 16 and 19 so police want
parents to hear their message,
especially as schools and colleges
are now on holiday for Easter.

The offenders are of varying
ages and ethnic backgrounds and
most robberies have taken place
between 4pm and 8pm, with
Saturday a peak day.

Downs Barn, Fishermead,
Oldbrook, Walnut Tree, Kents Hill
and the Leon Recreation Ground
in Bletchley are the most fre-
quently hit areas.

Extra resources were pumped
into an U16 night at Groove in the
Theatre District on Monday, such
is the concern about the issue.

“Young people are going to be
walking around in the nice
weather with their phones out.
They are the people who are
prone to it,” Mr Glover said.

“Obviously you have to use your
phone but people need to have
common sense.”

To make matters worse, some
people have been reporting false
robberies to already strained
police in order to make insurance
claims for lost phones.

Anyone caught risks being
charged with wasting police time.

Teens targeted in
Blackberry thefts

POLICE officers in Milton Keynes
are under the leadership of a new
Local Policing Commander.

Detective Superintendent Barry
Halliday, pictured, took over as top
city cop from Supt Nikki Ross on
Monday, almost exactly 25 years
after his first day as an officer.

Det Supt Halliday joined Thames
Valley Police on April 13, 1987, as
a beat bobby on the Lakes Estate
in Bletchley. He spent five years in
that role before specialising in
detecting crime in the city.

He said: “More than anything,
my first five years as a bobby in
Milton Keynes shaped me and
made me realise very early on
what really counts.

“It was the most important part
of my career because I had the
opportunity to talk to the people
that matter, our communities, and
for me getting that right and look-
ing after their needs and worries
was my passion, and nothing has
changed since.

“Policing in Milton Keynes has
been left to me in a great posi-
tion. Part of that is about how well

it has been lead over the past
years and the strong relationship
that exists with partners.

“I was pleased to discover some
old friends both within the station
and within our partner agencies
at an Award Ceremony last week,
so I know well the commitment
and drive to ensure our city
remains safe is as strong as ever.
I am thrilled to be working along-
side true caring professionals.

“The other part is down to the
fantastic officers and police staff
we have working in the city.

“Wherever I go I find teams of
hard-working, dedicated people
working hard to keep the city safe
and catch those who commit
crime, and I am proud to be over-
seeing their work.”

Det Supt Halliday has also
worked as a Detective Sergeant,
DI and a DCI in the city, success-
fully formulating and leading
operations such as Operation
Drawbridge, an initiative to com-
bat burglary and those involved in
it in 1999, and the anti-drugs
Operation Dawning in 1998.

Former beat bobby now top cop

MKNEWSBRIEFS

Motorcyclist killed after collision
A 60-YEAR-OLD man died after his motor-
bike was involved in a collision with a
black BMW M3. The crash happened at
around 8.05pm on Friday on the V3
Fulmer Street, at the junction with
Hawkshead Drive.
Anyone with information should call 101,
quoting URN 1523 of March 30. An
inquest is expected to open tomorrow.

Casino decision postponed
THE venue for the city’s large casino
which was set to be decided at a licensing
sub committee last Thursday has been
adjourned until further notice.

OAP burgled while she sleeps
AN 86-YEAR-OLD’s home was burgled
while she was in bed upstairs.
The incident happened in Pinewood Drive,
Bletchley on Friday. The woman heard a
banging sound at 9.45pm. Anyone with
any information should call 101.

Stables’ £140k is just ACE
POPULAR music venue The
Stables is celebrating after
being awarded a grant award of
£140,000 from Arts Council
England.

The award is to carry out
detailed work on plans to fur-
ther develop and improve its
facilities in Wavendon.

The money will enable the
venue, which presents more
than 350 gigs and 250 educa-
tion projects each year as well
as producing the Milton
Keynes International Festival,
to undertake detailed architec-
tural plans and studies in a bid
to complete the long-awaited
courtyard development.

It also hopes to improve its
operational effectiveness with
enhanced backstage facilities.

It is one of just four awards
made across the south east of

England, and the venue will
have 18 months to complete
the planning process.

Chief executive of The
Stables, Monica Ferguson, said:
“We are really pleased that Arts
Council England has recog-
nised the significant achieve-
ments of The Stables and its
unique place in the UK’s music
scene.

“This award will help us to
make sure our development
plans are sustainable and
appropriate for the venue and
for Milton Keynes.”

Founded by Sir John
Dankworth and Dame Cleo
Laine, the venue opened in
1970 and was one of the first to
be awarded funds from the
National Lottery to develop the
new theatre, which opened in
2000.
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MK NEWS is proud to be the truly local
newspaper for Milton Keynes and the
surrounding areas. We provide the most widely
read local newspaper for our readers and
advertisers and are constantly looking at new
ways to improve our service. If you have
feedback for us, please contact anyone listed
below

GENERAL MANAGER
Jonathan Cropley
01908 242490
jonathan.cropley
@mk-news.co.uk

COMMERCIAL MANAGER
Tracey Toombs
01908 689566
tracey.toombs
@mk-news.co.uk

EDITOR
Cally Jenkins

cally.jenkins
@mk-news.co.uk

ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES
DISPLAY, CLASSIFIED AND
RECRUITMENT
Tel. 01908 242490 Fax. 01908 689550
Email: advertising@mk-news.co.uk
We would love to show you just how effective adver-
tising in MK NEWS is. For the most cost-effective
advertising solutions across MK, call one of our sales
staff

DISTRIBUTION
01582 390365
enquiries
@mailboxdistribution.co.uk

WE carefully deliver the MK NEWS every Wednesday to
the whole of MK as well as most of the surrounding
towns and villages stretching into Central Beds and
parts of Northants.

We also deliver other newspaper titles into the rest of
Bedfordshire, Northants, Cambs and further afield.

In addition to our household deliveries, we hand
copies of MK NEWS to commuters at MK Railway
Station every Wednesday morning between 6.15am
and 9-15am.

We also deliver an additional 8,000 copies each
week into public buildings, offices, industrial areas,
bars, restaurants and shops for people to read that
may not live locally and receive a copy at home.

According to the latest independent, audited reader-
ship figures, MK NEWS has a weekly readership in
excess of 130,000 adults and this figure is growing as
we add on more copies to our distribution across MK.
We aim to deliver the best possible service to our readers
but if you have any questions or concerns about distribu-
tion please feel free to contact our team on the number
listed above. Our deliverers earn top rates of pay. If you’d
like to join our team please contact the distribution
department on the number above.

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION
01582 390358
ryan.chambers
@mailboxdistribution.co.uk
We are able to offer a reliable leaflet distribution service
to between 3,000 and 330,000 homes across MK,
Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire. Please note, though,
that some of the copies we circulate each week cannot
be inserted with leaflets. Please call the above number for
details and prices.

WHERE TO FIND US
1 Diamond Court, Fox Milne, Milton Keynes,
MK15 0DU
www.mk-news.co.uk
Phone: 01908 242490
Fax 01908 689550
Office open 9am-5.30pm or by appointment.
Published and originated by LSN Media Ltd
Printed by Iliffe Print in Cambridge
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desk is waiting to hear from you
Newsdesk: 01908 689595
Pictures: Andy Handley 01908 689586
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THE RECYCLED PAPER CONTENT OF UK
NEWSPAPERS IN 2010 WAS 77.4 PER CENT

The environment is important to
us.
MK NEWS is printed on paper
produced from environmentally
managed forests.
Please recycle
this newspaper

TELL US YOUR VIEWS WWW.MK-NEWS.CO.UK
DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE with
the stories in the paper or have you a
view on an MK subject you want
heard?

Letters must arrive by noon on Monday,
include your full name and address
and should be kept short, to the point
and may be edited.

OUR website is updated daily
with all the latest news, views,
sport and leisure log on to:

www.mk-news.co.uk

An E-edition of our paper is
also available on-line

Ideas on what MK
needs to be a city
SIR - Since so much is made of
Milton Keynes not being officially
classed as a city, here are two sug-
gestions that I make that could well
enhance its status.

First, since there seems to have
been only limited provision made
for places of religious worship
when plans for it were drawn up,
let something be done, even at this
late stage, to remedy this lack.

After all, the Founder of
Christianity did declare that ‘a
man’s life does not consist in the
abundance of what he has’.

The second suggestion I make
centres round this: while there is a
magistrates’ court, and also a court
for hearing civil cases, there seems
to be no Crown Court.

Is this why, if someone is
arraigned in respect of a criminal
offence allegedly done in MK that
requires a Crown Court for its hear-
ing, it has to be heard in either
Luton, Aylesbury, or else
Northampton?

If Woodhill is considered a suit-
able site for a high-security jail,
then why isn’t Milton Keynes
viewed yet as fit for its own Crown
Court?
Barry Gowland
Fishermead

Don’t let the legacy
now be undone
SIR - So, the route of the Olympic
Torch is published and, on its jour-
ney through MK, it will pass over
Secklow Gate bridge.

A wry observation is that this is
the bridge thecentre:mk wish to
close, justifying that it’s a road of no
consequence.

If consent is obtained, we'll have
colourful images recorded for pos-
terity, of an Olympic procession on
this apparently little-used thor-
oughfare.

Perhaps this will ultimately be
declined.

However, the portents are not
good.

Scarcely a week goes by without
letters in local newspapers protest-
ing the further unravelling of those
elements that make MK such a
unique place to live and work.

Scarcely an exhaustive list, but the
continued encroachment upon

public space, attacks on the grid
road system, unloved and unneces-
sary traffic lights, lofty buildings
abutting city streets, poor or absent
landscaping . . .

There must surely be more to
modern urban design than simply
squeezing the maximum number
of bricks and concrete onto every
square metre.

For years, voices from afar (rarely
taking the trouble to witness reali-
ty) have disparaged and mocked.
Sadly, elements of local officialdom
seem set on turning MK into the
very place those voices have erro-
neously assumed it to be.

The visionaries who began build-
ing this ‘new city’ bequeathed us a
wonderful legacy. That legacy is
already damaged and progressively
being undone. The people of MK,
and those who come after us,
deserve very much better.
J Hands
Broughton

Council housing and
tenancy in the spotlight
SIR - Re rack ‘em, stack ‘em, pack
‘em - what is commonly known as
the housing policy of Milton
Keynes Council.

I remember the uproar against
the battery farming of chickens.

But, MKC policy was to do the
same for its tenants.

For instance, how many tenants
are living in homes that are desig-
nated as being two bedrooms?

In MKC civil servant-ese or coun-
cillor-ese, a two-bed home consists
of a smallish master and a second
so-called ‘bedroom’ with the
dimensions of a walk-in closet.

Let’s not forget the disabled or
wheelchair user.

No thought has been given to the
ingress or egress should there be a
fire.

With the only cupboard space
containing the boiler, usually locat-
ed at the apex of the house or flat.

Which makes me wonder how the
local fire service passed them for
occupancy?

And, don’t forget the disabled or
wheelchair user with a family,
forced to use the one and only wet-
room in the house instead of pro-
viding a second family bathroom.

You might remember years ago
when the dependent housing on
the local US bases was put up for
auction.

People were sleeping in tents for
weeks. Why? Because the rooms
were built to American standards to
last, and with big rooms.

Unlike the homes built by British
contractors for the councils.

They are built to last for the guar-
antee period.

After that the repairs are down to
councils and taxpayers.
RE Lee
Conniburrow

We must remember
our national day
SIR - I was recently in Bletchley and
watched the parades and bands for
St Patrick’s Day. Which was itself a
great day, full of fun and good
times.

I also heard the mayor’s speech,
who stated that Milton Keynes
Council had paid for roads to be
closed for parades etc.

That’s a nice gesture to make with
my and all other English people’s
council tax money, for an Irish cele-
bration?

I assume this has cost thousands
of pounds. Especially for the large
police presence.

Anyway, it’s St George’s Day soon,
so what has the mayor and his
council got planned for our proud
day? A day that remembers how
proud we should be to be English?

I myself am ex-forces of 17 years,
Paratroopers Second Battalion,
who day in day out put my life on
the line to help make this country
what it is today.

I’m now disabled for the cause of
the British Empire so you can sleep
safely in your beds at night.

And myself, other service men I
know locally and a majority of
Milton Keynes itself would like to
see something in place for St
George’s Day.

We seem to have every other day
celebrated for most other nations,
well my friend this is England, we
are English, what is happening with
our day?

I would love to hear your reply as
to what will be happening for our
fantastic day in April 2012, as it’s
not that long away so you need to
sort some drastic planning, I pre-
sume you have already started any-
way.

Take this as a reminder, that we
English do actually care about our
holiday.

I will be sending copies of this let-

ter to all offices and newspapers, so
we get something positive done for
us, for a change.
Ian Neale
Sent by e-mail

If it looks like a city and
acts like a city. . .
SIR - In light of some ill-informed
letters from previous weeks we
should get a few facts about MK
and the city status straight.

The business about having to
have a cathedral or a bishop is
rather misleading - Selby in
Yorkshire is the seat of a bishop,
but no one would call that a city.
There are cathedrals for the bish-
ops of Blackburn, Guildford, and
Southwark, but these are not cities.

Cambridge on the other hand is a
city but has no bishop and the
nearest cathedral is at Ely (Ely was
only recognised as a city in the
70s).

Other cities like Bath or Hull do
not have cathedrals (Bath Abbey is
not a cathedral), and surprisingly
Westminster doesn’t - although it
has the Abbey but this is not the
seat of a bishop.

The Garden City movement is a
method of urban planning that was
initiated in 1898 by Sir Ebenezer
Howard in the United Kingdom.

Garden cities were intended to be
planned, self-contained communi-
ties surrounded by ‘greenbelts’
(parks), containing proportionate
areas of residences, industry and
agriculture. These cities, such as
Welwyn and Letchworth, do not
have a royal charter but are still
referred to as cities.

Milton Keynes is a descendent of
these with similar large areas of
parkland and business sectors sep-
arate from residences. Richard
Crossland, the Home Secretary,
gave the go ahead in 1967 for the
development of what he described
as the ‘new city of Milton Keynes’.

MK doesn’t have a royal charter
but a) the granting of this govern-
ment decision made by Home
Office and rubber stamped by the
monarch b) is part of the ‘garden
city’ inheritance/tradition and c)
has always and will always be
referred to as ‘the city’ of Milton
Keynes because, let’s face it, com-
mon usage is 99 per cent of the
argument even if this irritates the
anally retentive.
Kelvin Mansbridge
Shenley Church End
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THESE children were just some of the dozens who took
part in The Parks Trust’s annual giant Easter Bunny Hunt
yesterday.

Taking place in different parks each year, the yearly
event is always a huge success, and sells out every
Easter.

This year the kids got the chance to practise their
bunny hops and join The Parks Trust’s park rangers at
Hazeley Wood, next to Grange Farm.

They followed trails to find clues left by the Easter
Bunny, and the lucky ones even got to meet the sneaky
giant-sized white rabbit delivering eggs on his yearly
rounds.

They also had the opportunity to get crafty by making
bunny ears and crowns for an Easter parade.

With more than 200 organised events each year, The
Parks Trust offers a wide variety of activities all year
round that make Milton Keynes a vibrant and colourful
place to live, work and visit.

But yesterday’s hunt isn’t the only thing for kids, big or
small, to enjoy this Easter holiday.

There are a whole range of events taking place right
across Milton Keynes all week, as well as on Good
Friday and on Easter Monday.

For a full and comprehensive guide of how you can
help to entertain the little ones during the holidays, see
the MK LIFE Easter guide on page 49.

Hop to it and enjoy Easter events

A GRIEVING family want to see
action taken after their ‘wonder-
ful’ daughter was discharged
from hospital just seven hours
before she died.

Tina Bilen, 52, of Downs Barn,
died on November 30, 2011 after
suffering a tear in the main artery
to her heart.

She was admitted to A&E the
night before a tightening in her
throat, pains in her arms and legs
and a severe headache but she
was sent home despite three
abnormal ECG tests.

Her mother, Dot Liddard, said:
“Other times the hospital have
been brilliant but not that night.

“A junior doctor, Dr Tenant, took
the decision.

“A senior consultant was not
consulted and should have been.
I’ve lost a daughter, two daugh-
ters have lost their mother and
two beautiful grandchildren have
lost their nan.”

At an inquest last Wednesday Dr
Richard Ajuwon, consultant and
clinical director of A&E, explained

that although a senior member of
staff should have been consulted,
it is unlikely that if Mrs Bilen had
been kept in A&E the outcome
would have been different.

However, Mrs Liddard
explained that the family feel like
they have been left without
answers to the questions they
wanted answered as the struggle
to carry on with life without their
daughter.

She said: “Why wasn’t the con-
sultant called? I’m not saying she
wouldn’t have died but she would
have had a chance.”

A number of changes are being
implemented at the hospital fol-
lowing Mrs Bilen’s death includ-
ing an increase of the number of
consultants from six to ten.

Mrs Liddard said: “I’m glad
things will change but that’s no
comfort to us. We still can’t come
to terms with it.”

The hospital has explained that
because the Mrs Bilen died of nat-
ural causes no action will be
taken against Dr Tenant

BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk

RESIDENTS now have the oppor-
tunity to shape the future of the
city centre thanks to the launch of
the CMK Alliance Plan.

Under the Localism Act, eight
‘frontrunner’ areas across the
country have been chosen to pilot
new Business Neighbourhood
schemes, where people and busi-
nesses join to produce a plan for
how they want their area to devel-
op.

The CMK Alliance Plan is one of
these eight national frontrunners,
and the only one to cover a city
centre location.

To get involved, residents who
want to help write the plan can

visit the alliance’s unique ‘wiki’
website and input their ideas.

The wiki plan is a ‘living’ docu-
ment available online 24 hours a
day, ready for residents’ input
between now and the end of May.

It is hoped the plan will there-
fore be written ‘by the people, for
the people, in their place’ - a con-
cept which has not been imple-
mented anywhere else in the
country.

On top of this there are a num-
ber of workshops for people to
attend and small informal get-
togethers.

The aim of the plan is to create a
new ‘blueprint for prosperity’

based on how residents and busi-
nesses want the city centre to
evolve in the coming years, which
will feed into planning policy.

It will be led by a steering group
consisting of representatives from
CMK Town Council, local busi-
ness leaders and Milton Keynes
Council (MKC) who hope to
develop a vibrant and prosperous
CMK.

In turn this is intended to pro-
mote further economic growth
throughout the wider Milton
Keynes area.

For details and to have your say
on the plan, see
www.cmkalliance.co.uk.

Have your say on the future of city centre

Tina Bilen with
grandaughter Ella

Mum makes plea
for action after
daughter’s death

MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | April 4, 2012 | 5
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THE identity of a man whose
body was exhumed from a Fenny
Stratford cemetery was revealed
at an inquest on Friday.

Michael John Walsh, formerly of
Serpentine Court in Bletchley,
who would have now been 54,
was originally found in the River
Great Ouse in December 5, 1986,
by two workmen repairing
Goosey Bridge near Olney.

Because the remains were only
partial, the family was unable to
identify the body and an inquest
held on May 13, 1987 recorded an
open verdict with the cause of
death ‘unascertainable’.

Mr Walsh’s remains were
exhumed from an unmarked
grave in Fenny Stratford three
weeks ago and a Home Office

pathologist carried out extensive
DNA testing to determine the
identity.

Mr Walsh was last seen on
Christmas Day in 1985, after he
was arrested the day before for
breach of the peace and then
released from police custody,
when he was 28 years old.

He failed to appear at court on

January 9, 1986, and was then
reported missing on January 21
by his sister.

His family said in a statement:
‘Michael was a true gentleman,
who has been much missed by his
family, partner, son and friends.

‘We are pleased that after 26
years of not knowing what hap-
pened to Michael we have finally
found his body and would now
like to take him to Ireland and
bury him with his parents.’

His family thanked Thames
Valley Police for keeping them
informed throughout the inquiry
and the coroner for helping get
Mr Walsh’s body returned to
them.

The full circumstances of his
death will form part of the formal
coroner’s inquest on July 10,
although it is unlikely a cause of
death will be established.

Investigation: The scene at Fenny Stratford graveyard where the exhumation took place. Michael Walsh is pictured inset

Identity of man
in mystery grave
is now revealed
BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk

Driver hospitalised after attack by passenger
A CAB driver was
assaulted by a male pas-
senger in Bletchley dur-
ing the early hours of
Sunday morning.

At about 3.45am, a
cabbie collected two
women and the attacker
from outside the Xscape
building.

He took the two
women to separate
addresses then asked
the man where he want-
ed to go.

The man kept chang-
ing his mind, before
deciding he wanted to
be dropped at Portrush
Close, Bletchley.

As the driver stopped
in the road, at about
4.20am, the man started
verbally abusing the
driver, before grabbing
his clothes and punch-
ing him. The offender
then got out of the taxi,
pulled the driver out,
and continued to punch

him, before running off.
The 34-year-old victim

sustained an injury to
his eye and pains in his
head, and was taken to
Milton Keynes Hospital
by ambulance for treat-
ment.

He was released the
following day. The
offender is white, slim,
in his 20s, around 5ft
5ins, with greyish
coloured hair.

He was wearing a long

sleeved black shirt and
was clean shaven.

PC Neil Bowker, from
Milton Keynes police
station, said: “This was a
nasty and unprovoked
attack on an innocent
man as he carried out
his job.

“The victim required
hospital treatment
overnight and lost
wages while he did so.”

Anyone with any infor-
mation should call 101.

Building gets an urban makeover
YOUTHS with an artistic flair are
being asked to whip out their
paintbrushes and get involved
with an urban art project.

From the May 3-5, a local urban
artist and volunteers will be
transforming the Jonathans Youth
project building in Coffee Hall.

The group will design images
based around the theme of the
Queen’s Jubilee and work to devel-
op a brightly coloured mural on
the outside walls of the building.

Youth worker Clare Slattery said:

“The project will freshen up the
outside of the building, giving it a
new lease of life and making it a
colourful and inviting place.

“The project will also give the
young people involved a chance
to improve their art skills with
instruction from an accom-
plished artist.”

This will be the first phase of a
two-part project to refurbish the
outside of the centre.

Phase two will involve a com-
plete overhaul of the shutters at

the back of the building. This
time volunteers will come up with
Olympics themed designs to be
painted onto the shutters.

Together with the artist, the
group will also be creating some
new art work for the inside of the
building.

Teens living on Coffee Hall or
the surrounding area can get
involved with the project by call-
ing 01908 253611 or e-mailing
clare.slattery@milton-Keynes.
gov.uk

MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | April 4, 2012 | 7
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A CONMAN and bigamist who
stole the identity of another man
in an attempt to live and work in
the UK has been jailed for three
years following an investigation
by the UK Border Agency.

Abdul Allan, 51, of Spearmint
Close, Walnut Tree, is thought to
have entered the country as a
national of Niger in 1995. He went
on to use multiple identities to try
to stay in the UK and married
three different women using
three different aliases.

Allan obtained a British birth
certificate and, claiming to have
been adopted, used it to apply for
a string of identity and immigra-
tion documents.

He also made a variety of appli-
cations to the Home Office using
different names and fraudulently
obtained a UK driving licence.

Using his illegally obtained doc-
uments he went on to gain work
with Milton Keynes Council.

But his cover was blown on
September 16, 2010, when he was
arrested at his home address by

investigators from the UK Border
Agency’s south east criminal and
financial investigation team.

They then used facial mapping
techniques and handwriting
experts to confirm Allan’s various
identities were one and the same.

On Thursday, March 8, a jury at
Oxford Crown Court found Allan

guilty of three counts of obtaining
leave to enter or remain in the UK
by deception, two counts of
bigamy, plus five other charges
including fraud and deception.

Allan was sentenced to three
years in prison by a judge at the
same court on Friday and will
face deportation at the end of his
sentence.

Bernadette Ellison, from the UK
Border Agency’s south east crimi-
nal and financial investigation
team, said: “Allan built his entire
life in the UK on a complicated
web of lies and deceit. He has lied
so much I doubt he knows what
the truth is any more.

“Unpicking this was difficult,
but his conviction shows we are
committed to tracking down and
stopping those who try to under-
mine the immigration system.”

The public can help us by
reporting any information about
suspected immigration abuse to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111
where anonymity can be assured
or by visiting
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov
.uk/aboutus/contact/report-
crime.

Man jailed after
faking identity
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Jailed: Abdul Allan

YMCA LAUNCHES APPEAL TO FIND MENTORS TO HELP YOUNGSTERS
SEE PAGE 19
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• Architectural Design & Planning Service Available
• Extensions and New Builds from Planning to Completion

• Ground Maintenance • Driveways & Patios
• Roofing Repairs • General Building • Full Refurbishments

• Private & Commercial Property Maintenance
Please call our office for a free quotation

Unit 2E, Fernfield Industrial Estate, Whaddon Road,
Mursley, Milton Keynes, MK17 0PR

Tel: 01908 507778

BUILDING SERVICES
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THE landlord of a house in
which a mother and her three-
year-old daughter were killed in
a blaze has been jailed.

In sentencing Lookman
Adeyemi, 38, of Buckfast Avenue,
Bletchley for four months, The
Recorder, Justice Lord Parmoor,
said his failure to comply with
fire regulations ‘wasn’t for days,
wasn’t for weeks, it was for
months', and that his tenants
were facing risks 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Adeyemi was sentenced on
Friday at Amersham Law Courts
after pleading guilty to three
counts of breaching fire safety
regulations. He previously plead-
ed guilty to three counts of
breaching fire safety regulations.

The counts were that he placed
people at risk of death or serious
injury in case of fire because he
failed to make a suitable and suf-
ficient assessment of risk, failed
to ensure that, in the event of
danger, it was possible for people
to evacuate the premises as
quickly and as safely as possible,
and that there were insufficient
fire detectors and alarms.

In his defence Trevor Siddle said

Adeyemi didn't know how there
came to be no batteries in the
alarms, and that the fire is some-
thing that 'rocked him to the
core’.

But summing up Judge Lord
Parmoor said that there had been
persistent failures which war-
ranted an immediate custodial
sentence. Adeyemi was also

ordered to pay £10,000 in costs.
Bola Ejifunmilayo, 29, and her
daughter Fiyin were killed in a
fire in September 5, 2010, in the
property on Fishermead
Boulevard.

Last year Barbara Zhanje was
sentenced to 12 years in prison
for their manslaughter after she
started the fire.

Four months jail
for safety failure

Fire: The
property in 2010
with Lookman
Adeyemi at an
earlier hearing,
inset

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk
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LAND used by residents as an
informal play area for decades
needs protecting, according to a
parish council.

Loughton Parish Council is
applying to Milton Keynes
Council to register the common
land adjacent to Stratfield Leisure
Complex on Gatcombe as a vil-
lage green.

Project co-ordinator, Peter
Ballantyne, of Great Holm, said:
“It’s important that we protect
our open spaces, this is one of the
greatly valued characteristics of
Milton Keynes. The adjacent

Leisure Complex has been sold
for housing development and we
want it to stop there.”

In order for the land to qualify
as a village green evidence needs
to be provided that the area has
been in constant use for at least
20 years as a free and unfettered
recreational and leisure facility.

Mr Ballantyne explained:
“Children go sledging on the land
during the snow and there are
often improptu cricket matches
and unofficial games of football.”

As well as asking residents to
confirm in writing that they have
observed the land being used as a
play area Mr Ballantyne wants

residents to get involved with
coming up with a name for the
area.

Current contenders include
‘Lakeside Green’, ‘Great Holm
Village Green’ and Jubilee Green’.

Mr Ballantyne said: “It would be
great if readers to come forward
with ideas. There have been a
number of suggestions so far and
the frontrunner seen to be Holm
Green but the decision hasn’t
been made yet.”

Name proposals for the land
and evidence of its use as a play
area can be put forward to the
parish clerk by e-mailing
parish.clerk@loughtonpc.org.uk.

Village green plan
for much-used land

Keep our green
space: Parish
Councillor Hilary
Dyer and Simon
Kirkman on the
piece of land they
hope will be
registered as a
village green

BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk
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HUNDREDS of residents on one
estate are benefiting from
funding to make their homes
cleaner, greener, warmer, dryer
and cheaper to heat.

The Lakes Community Energy
Saving Project (CESP) is a scheme
which will help fund vital ‘eco-
upgrades’ to people’s homes –
both council houses and private-
ly owned or rented.

Work began last month on
major upgrades to 469 council
properties, which could lead to
them becoming up to 20 per cent
more efficient in energy terms.

The scheme is mainly funded by
Milton Keynes Council, with
power giants npower providing
grant funding earned based on
the amount of carbon savings
realised by installing upgrades.

Some of the work being carried
out before November includes
installation of new ‘warm roofs’
to replace the currently un-insu-
lated roof spaces, new double
glazing, and insulation of lofts
and cavity walls.

Apollo Property Services Group
is acting as the main contractor,
undertaking the works on behalf
of the council.

The company is also supporting

the community by providing
employment and work experi-
ence opportunities, and running
community projects for residents
involved with the CESP scheme.

The council has also set aside
£500,000 from the Government’s
New Homes Bonus fund to pay
for low-cost loans for owner-
occupiers under 60 years old

within the CESP area, and also to
start a similar scheme for land-
lords who own privately rented
properties on the Lakes Estate.

There is already a loan scheme
for owners over 60 with competi-
tive interest rates and flexible
terms. So far 72 homes have
expressed an interest in taking
part in this scheme.

Estate’s homes
set for upgrade

Going green: MKC housing service project manager Stewart Andrew,
Lakes resident Susan Osbourne, MKC chief executive David Hill, Lakes
resident Dave Osbourne and Barry Clay, contracts manager for Apollo
Property Services Group with a sample of insulation roll designed to
keep homes warmer and cut down on fuel bills.

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk
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CAMPAIGNERS vow to fight
changes to the health serv-
ices in Milton Keynes which
will be bought in following
the passage of the govern-
ment’s Health and Social
Care Act.

MK Against the Cuts
organised an emergency
meeting which was attend-
ed by health service staff,
campaign groups and trade
unions.

Speakers raised concerns
about the impact, cost and
complexity of the changes.

The group believes that
enforced competition and
an increased input from pri-
vate firms will lead to vulner-
able and poor people losing
out, undermining the found-
ing values of the NHS.

David Isaacson, chairman
of MK Against the Cuts,
explained that he organised
the meeting because he was
approached by people ask-
ing what actions the group
were going to take after the
act was passed.

He said: “Thirty-five people
attended the emergency
meeting which was encour-

aging as it took place just
two days after the Health
and Social Care Act was
passed.

“We thought that this
might put people who were
going to speak out about
changes off but it didn’t.”

The group now plans to take
the bull by the horns and is
stepping up its campaign and
mustering up support against
the NHS reforms.

Steven Bell, health worker
and union representative,
said: “We all need the NHS
and it’s great that folk in
Milton Keynes are prepared
to fight for it.

“Members of the public do
not rely on the NHS most of
the time but know it is there
when they need it. The pass-
ing of the Health and Social
Care Bill now puts a question
mark over this assumption.”

Last Wednesday the group
set up street stalls in Civic
Square where members of
the public could go to talk
with campaigners.

MK Against the Cuts is a
branch of the national
Coalition of Resistance and
meet at 7pm on the first
Tuesday of every month at
Bletchley Railway Club.

Group vows to help
protect NHS values
BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk

YOUNG musician Hannah Slavin, 18, from
Newport Pagnell, has had her natural talent
as an accomplished classical pianist recog-
nised after finishing runner-up in the regional
finals of the Rotary Young Musician of the
Year competition.

Hannah, pictured receiving her certificate
from Rotary district governor Trevor Johnson,
narrowly missed out winning the regional final
held recently in Essex.

Hannah takes the
runner-up spot
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HRH The Duke of York, Prince
Andrew, spent the day in
Milton Keynes last Wednesday.

He first visited cherry-picker
and access platform company
NiftyLift in Stonebridge, before
heading to the UK headquar-
ters of Mercedes in Tongwell.

He then went to see cooking
and hospitality apprentices at
work at the De Vere Academy
in Newport Pagnell.

Dan McKay is a level three
cookery apprentice who got to
meet and speak to the prince.

He said: “He was really talka-
tive and not what I expected.

“He was talking to us and hav-
ing a laugh and a joke, asking us
about how we got into it and
watching our demonstrations.

“He asked about our knives
and knife safety too, because
when he was there one of the
lads cut himself.”

The Duke then headed to
Bletchley Park for a private
lunch, in which MK NEWS

understands he talked about
the value of apprenticeships
and education linking up with
businesses, and also about the
work being done to revamp the
venue.

He then unveiled a new
plaque honouring Second
World War pigeon Royal
Blue.

■ See pages 20-21 for
a feature on the role
pigeons played in
World War II and more
on Prince Andrew’s
visit to Bletchley Park.Iain Standen outside Hut 3 with Prince Andrew, The Duke of York

Prince sees what
area has to offer
BY ADAM GRINSELL
PHOTOS BY ANDY HANDLEY
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

HRH Prince
Andrew, The
Duke of York,
during his visit

Prince Andrew, The Duke of York with customer services apprentices to De Verve’s Harben House, left, walking from the Maison House with Iain Standen CEO of Bletchley Park Trust, centre, chatting to visitors at Bletchley Park, right
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RESIDENTS are calling for the
council to tackle the problem of
parking along their street.

A lack of car parking spaces is
the biggest issue for West
Bletchley residents.

An extensive survey along the
road and nearby Sutherland
Grove revealed that improving
provisions is hugely important for
car users in the area.

Feedback from the project sug-

gests that Milton Keynes Council
(MKC) along with West Bletchley
Parish Council should review the
number of bays needed to meet
local demand.

Resident, Albert Goodluck, said:
“A lot of the time people who live on
the street struggle to find spaces.

“You never know when children
are going to be running about
and something needs to be done
before congestion causes a seri-
ous accident.”

One proposed solution is for the
parish council to fund new park-

ing bays on a match funded basis
with MKC.

Eleanor Shardlow, of Westminster
Drive, said: “The grass verges
should go and the green where the
phone box is should be used for car
parking spaces for the people living
in the flats.”

As well as an online petition,
MKC transport boss, John Bint,
has been written to asking for
action to be taken on this matter.

Follow-up surveys have been
sent out to gain more insight into
the problem.

Call to sort parking
in the streets issue

Road concern: Westminster Drive

BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk
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THE city’s YMCA is looking for
volunteer mentors to its young
long-term residents to try to
help them get into work.

It has launched the recruitment
campaign as part of a new initia-
tive, and also after a cut in fund-
ing last April meant a reduction in
staff.

Claire Benjafield, the resident
support and involvement officer,
is spearheading the search for the
mentors.

She said: “The role will involve
one-to-one support and guid-
ance to some young residents
who are struggling to get access
to employment and training.

“It will mean building a positive
relationship with a young person,
to develop confidence, self
esteem, their social network,
skills and interests.”

The YMCA provides 123 city
centre apartments for young
people – many of those are long-
term residents aged between 18
and 30 who will be the focus of
the scheme.

Claire said there are high levels
of unemployment at the apart-
ments, and they are hoping to
improve this by recruiting a wide
variety of mentors, and matching

them individually with the people
they will be helping.

The role would only take
around two to three hours per
week of the mentor’s time, and
would include ongoing training.

Claire added: “Many of the
young people here haven’t had a
relationship with a non-
judgmental person, and are often
lacking skills and goals in their

life. The job of a mentor is to pro-
vide that.”

Open evenings for adults
interested in getting involved are
being held on Tuesday, April 24 at
7.30pm, and Saturday, May 5 at
10.30am at 1 North Sixth Street,
CMK.

For more information call Claire
on 01908 295607, or e-mail
claire@mkymca.com.

Mentors needed
to help at YMCA

Wanted: Claire Benjafield is
leading the recruitment drive

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Pr
om

ot
ey

ou
rb

us
in

es
s

wi
th

Le
af

le
ts

in
an

yo
f

ou
rn

ew
sp

ap
er

sf
ro

m
on

ly
£1

3.5
0p

er
1,0

00
t:0

15
82

39
03

58
to

da
y

MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | April 4, 2012 | 19



TRAINED by HRH The Duke of
York’s grandfather King George
VI, Royal Blue was the first
pigeon to return home with a
life-saving message during the
Second World War.

The bomber on which he was
being carried had been forced to
land in Holland, and its five crew
were stuck behind enemy lines.
One of the soldiers attached their
co-ordinates to Royal Blue’s leg
and sent him on his way, praying
he would survive the long journey
to alert those at home in
Sandringham and launch a rescue.

The plan worked, all five crew-
men were saved, and Royal Blue
was awarded the Dicken Medal –
the animal version of the Victoria
Cross. Only 55 Dickens have
been handed out, and 32 of those
have been awarded to the brave
birds.

During his visit to Bletchley
Park last Wednesday Prince
Andrew surprised Colin Hill, who
looks after the Royal Pigeon
Racing Association’s (RPRA)
exhibit at the park, by pulling a
second replica of Royal Blue’s
Dicken (the original and the first
replica were lost by Buckingham
Palace) out of his pocket and
handed it to him for the display.

Mr Hill said: “I couldn’t believe it
– we’ve been trying to get a third
one to give to The Queen, but
Prince Andrew surprised us all.

“He said ‘if there was a third
one would you lose it?’ And I said
‘we wouldn’t have it sir, you
would’. But then he said ‘no no’,
then pulled it out.”

The Duke of York was visiting to
unveil a stone plaque dedicated
to Royal Blue, made by Neville
Walbidge who also carved the
largest coat of arms in Britain at
Kensington Chelsea Town Hall,
and which will eventually be dis-
played at Bletchley Park as part
of a new RPRA display.

Mr Hill is eager for all of the
birds used in wartime to be hon-
oured, and hopes the plaque,
medal, and a royal visit will aid in
their exposure.

He said: “So many people that

come to Bletchley Park are all of
the idea that the pigeon is the
one you see walking about on the
streets. But having this exhibition
here, so many people want to
know the stories.

“For example during the D-Day
landings the radios very rarely
worked, so it was the pigeons that
brought all the messages back.

“Thousands of birds were
entered into the National Pigeon
Service – two were carried on
every bomber – and the
Americans also used them.”

How pigeons aided the
THEY are the unsung heroes of two world
wars, saved countless thousands of lives,
and were used to misinform the enemy on
both sides. Reporter ADAM GRINSELL takes
a look at the role of pigeons during wartime.

Royal Blue with his Dicken Medal,
the animal version of a Victoria Cross
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30 High Street, Leighton Buzzard Tel: 01525 373177
52 Queensway, Bletchley Tel: 01908 632257

Also Watches, Jewellery
and Valuations

CLINICAL HYPNOSIS & HYPNOTHERAPY
HYPNOTIC GASTRIC BAND

SPECIAL OFFER
Please call for your FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Hypnotherapy may also help with self-confidence, anxiety & stress, quitting bad
habits, weight management, fears, phobias and many other issues.

01908 644632 or 07590034127 or email
info@hypnolife.co.uk

Visit us at: www.hypnolife.co.uk
Rachael Slack DHP, LAPHP - Professional Fully Qualified Clinical Hypnotherapist

Member of CNCH (Complimentary & Natural Healthcare Council) UKCHO, LAPHP
Confidentiality guaranteed. Fully insured.Comfortable surroundings



One bird, GI Joe, even managed
to save 1,000 British troops on his
own.

“We were going to a place in
Italy, thinking the Germans were
still there,” explained Mr Hill.
“They found out there weren’t
any Germans left, but the
American planes were already
taking off to bomb the place with
1,000 troops still there.

“No radios were working, so
they let a pigeon go to tell them
to stop the bombers going up –
the bird did 20 miles in about 19
minutes to save all those lives.”

During his visit, Prince Andrew
also met 88-year-old Frederick
Dyke, who trained pigeons out of
Coleshill in the midlands. He
estimated that around 17,000
pigeons were dropped by para-
chute over occupied territory so
that as much information about
the Germans could be sent back
home as possible.

He said: “We wanted to know
about airfields, troop concentra-
tions, as much as we could find
out. The majority of people don’t
realise what a big part pigeons
played, and I wish more people

could know what they did during
the war.

“Although we dropped 17,000
birds, only 1,270 returned with
messages. The planes dropped
them by parachute in cages
under the cover of darkness so
the pilots didn’t know where the
birds would land. Many died for
the want of food or drink, some
were dropped over water, and
others were caught and eaten.

“But when you consider what
kinds of things they brought
back, the returns were pretty
good.”

fight in World War II. . .

Royal visit: Prince Andrew pictured at Bletchley Park, above, and
shaking hands with Frederick Dyke, 88, who trained pigeons, left.
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THE city is one step closer to
going green after residents found
out how to become more energy
efficient and save money at the
same time.

More than 350 people joined the
Mayor of Milton Keynes, Alan
Richards on Saturday at the Future
Wolverton, Future Energy Show
which featured an energy efficient
open house, demonstrations,
exhibitors and suppliers from a
variety of industries.

Speakers gave advice on a num-
ber of energy efficiency subjects
and local people took to the plat-
form to talk about their own expe-
riences of installing low carbon
technologies.

Visitors also got the chance to see
an electric car as part of the pro-
posed Electric Car Pool scheme for
Wolverton.

Marie Osborne from the
Wolverton Steering Group said:
“The Future Energy Show provided
a great opportunity for people liv-
ing in Wolverton and Milton
Keynes to come and find out more
about energy efficiency within
their homes.”

The show was part of a project
being run by Wolverton Steering
Group which has received funding
from the Department for Energy

and Climate Change to support
people living in Victorian or solid-
walled buildings to improve the
energy efficiency of their homes.

Throughout the project the
progress of a 1860s ‘prototype’ end-
of-terrace house in the town is
being followed as it is refurbished
with internal solid wall insulation.

This type of insulation helps to
reduce heat loss through external
walls which can count for up to 85
per cent of heat leakage in a build-
ing. Mrs Osborne added:“Everyone
who attended learnt a lot about
energy efficient home solutions
and improvements and feedback

was really positive. We are looking
forward to continuing to work with
local residents to make Wolverton
a more sustainable town.”

During the event visitors kept
their own energy levels up with
locally-sourced, home-cooked
food while youngsters were enter-
tained with a bouncy castle and
recycled craft activities.

To find out more about the proj-
ect and follow its progress visit
www.futurewolverton.co.uk/energ
y where you will find help advice
about how you can make energy
efficiency improvements to your
own home.

From left Claire Nichols (Future Wolverton), Helen Wright (Future
Wolverton), Dan Hickling and Stephen Norrish (both MK Christian
Foundation), Cllr Alan Richards, Marie Osborne (Convener, Future
Wolverton) and Elsie Bryant (Project Manager, Future Wolverton)

Energy-saving tips
help efficiency drive
BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk
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GREEN is the colour at one
shopping centre this week as it
tries to encourage more people
to be eco-friendly.

Midsummer Place’s Eco Week
was launched on Monday by
mayor Alan Richards.

The event is a combination of
education, interaction and
awareness-raising – all focused
on the importance of recycling
and sustainability

And there’s lots of things on
offer for shoppers – guess the
weight of the bale of crushed cans
to win a prize, donate your old

clothing to Willen Hospice, check
out an electric car, and see the
bright new Gumdrop chewing
gum pods, made out of recycled
gum.

From Thursday until Saturday
Growing Green activities will be
on offer for the kids, to plant their
own seedlings and take them
home, and all staff at the centre
are being encouraged to walk,
cycle, use public transport or car
share to work.

The activities are in place
thanks to the shopping centre’s
cleaning services partner
Churchill, and Midsummer
Place’s ‘behind the scenes’ recy-
cling will also be on show.

Centre manager, Martin
Hindson, said: “We feel it is
incredibly important for us to
demonstrate our various recy-
cling initiatives to the public.

“We are continuously working
to reduce our carbon footprint
and give our retailers all the
resources they need to ensure
waste material is kept to an
absolute minimum.

“Eco Week will become an
annual event where we will share
our latest developments and
answer any questions the public
has, while demonstrating that
recycling can be fun and it is
something that everyone can
benefit from.”

Green bid:
Pictured at the
Midsummer
Place Eco Week
launch are
Andrew Race
from Crawleys,
Anna Bullus
from Gumdrop,
Jasmine Dell
from Churchill,
Mayor Alan
Richards and
Martin Hindson
from
Midsummer
Place

Shoppers urged to
think eco-friendly
BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

Proud to be
MK’s favourite

Executive Homes

Call us on: 01908 240981
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NOW that the big day is just a
month away it’s time to think
about married life after the
wedding.

And with a gift list service from
John Lewis any couple will be
well set for domestic bliss.

Not only has the department
store kindly provided this service, it
has also given Mark Besson and
Sophie Smyth £200 worth of
vouchers.

Miss Smyth said: “All the ladies
in the gift list department at John
Lewis have been lovely, they have
taken the time to advise us on
what to do and have been a
pleasure to deal with each time
we have attended the store.”

John Lewis’ gift list service
offers an incredible choice of high
quality products with free nation-
wide delivery and helpful advice
from expert advisors to make
everything as easy as possible.

Whether you’re getting married,
celebrating a new arrival, a big
birthday or any important mile-
stone in your life, you can set up a
gift list and take the guesswork
out of the whole thing.

The store stocks some of the
highest quality brands including
Georg Jenson, Villeroy & Boch,
Sebastian Conran, Bose, Dualit,

Le Creuset, Vera Wang and
Bugaboo and you can shop in-
store or from the comfort of your
own home, by phone or online.

And as if this fantastic service
wasn’t enough, they are also
making sure the mother of the
bride looks her best on her
daughter’s special day by provid-
ing a fashion advisor to help her
pick her £500 outfit.

To ensure that the couple have
everything they could wish for,
this fantastic prize also includes

clothing for both the bridal and
groom’s party, a honeymoon in
Mauritius, the wedding breakfast,
a hogroast in the evening, the
cake, flowers, a reception in
Horwood House, a photographer
and beauty treatments.

And to top it off, Whittlebury
Hall will provide a meal for two in
its Murrays fine dining restaurant
on the winning couple’s first wed-
ding anniversary.

Keep up to date with all the
preparations in MK NEWS.

Making a list: Wedding winners Mark Baffon and Sophie Smyth receive
a bottle of bubbly from Jill Mannas and Sheryl Cooper of John Lewis
during their visit to the Wedding List Department

Winners get to pick
their wedding list
BY ANNA MAUREMOOTOO
anna.mauremootoo@mk-news.co.uk
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MKBUSINESS

Backing the budget: Pictured left to right are Colin Fox with Adrian Houstoun and Mike Hayes of Kingston Smith and MP Iain Stewart

Thinking outside the
box to boost economy

Anniversary
celebrations
at city salon
A CITY salon has celebrated
25 years of booming business
with a visit from the mayor of
Milton Keynes.

While other small business-
es have crumbled under the
pressure of the recession
Elaine’s Hair Studio in Giffard
Park, has continued to thrive
and on March 24 clients, staff
and mayor Alan Richards
came together to mark the
businesses success.

Owner Elaine Stebbings
explained that along with
careful budgeting the key to
the salon’s longevity is the
hard working staff.

She said: “We retain good,
highly skilled staff who
communicate well with
clients who create a relaxing
atmosphere and ensuring a
warm welcome to everyone
who enters and of course a
spotlessly clean environ-
ment.”

The salon, which includes a
beauty room, Angel Eyes
Beauty, has been adding a
touch of glamour to the lives
of their clients since it opened
on November 25, 1985, and
recently underwent a
refurbishment to mark its
anniversary.

Wine was flowing at the
celebratory reception where
the hardworking hairstylists
and a group of loyal clients
mingled with the mayor.

Ms Stebbings said:
“Everyone remarked on the
pleasant atmosphere of the
occasion and a good time was
had by all, not least the Mayor
who remarked that it was a
good opportunity to visit and
chat with a successful local
business in his ward.”

A collection box was avail-
able for those who wished to
donate to the Mayor's chosen
charities.

A CLOUD computing compa-
ny which has recently
opened an office in the city is
expecting big things for 2012
– including more jobs for
Milton Keynes.

Accounting software com-
pany Xero, which created ten
new jobs after opening on
Avebury Boulevard, CMK, has
announced the expansion of
its UK operation.

Buoyed by record UK sales
of its online accounting soft-
ware in 2011, plans include
the recruitment of sales and
support staff to be based in
Milton Keynes during 2012.

“We think 2012 is a land-
mark year for us,” said Xero
managing director Gary
Turner. “We saw the number
of UK businesses using Xero
more than double over 2011
which points to a significant
shift that is well underway,
with many thousands of
business owners now reject-
ing the expensive and inflexi-
ble packaged software that
has historically been the only
choice in the UK.”

The additional investment
follows previous investments
of £12million from people
including Paypal co-founder
and one of the original
investors in Facebook Peter
Thiel, and Craig Winkler, the
co-founder of accounting
giant MYOB.

Mr Turner says investing
further in its cloud-based
practice software comple-
ments its client side account-
ing: “The availability of Xero
Practice Management as a
free cloud application for UK
firms who support their
clients running Xero’s award-
winning online accounting
software will disrupt what is
a stagnant sector, under-
served by inflexible and more
costly PC based software.”

New jobs for
firm with head
in the cloud

THE latest budget from George Osborne
has been welcomed by one of the city’s
business leaders.

Colin Fox, chief executive of the MK and
North Bucks Chamber of Commerce, has
hailed the inclusion in the budget of the
Patent Box tax incentive as being ‘good
news’ for the Milton Keynes economy.

The Patent Box means profits from
worldwide sales of products, that are pro-
tected by a granted UK or European
patent, will be taxed at only ten per cent
from April next year compared to the
standard 24 per cent rate.

And with Milton Keynes ranked as the

city having the 13th highest number of
patents granted per 100,000 population
in the latest Centre for Cities ‘Cities
Outlook’ report, with 10.8 in 2010, Mr Fox
feels this is a good chance for stimulation
of the local economy.

He said: “For the business community
there seems to be very good news, partic-
ularly the Patent Box.

“We have three university centres in the
area, and Bedfordshire and
Northampton.

“There’s a lot of potential there in terms
of stimulating economic growth and
enterprise growth. The future of the city is
based around the knowledge economy,
and if we attract those kinds of compa-
nies the economy grows as well.

“We do already have a high level of
patents coming out of Milton Keynes,
and we want to improve that. We need to
make sure we are doing all we can to stay
in the top three or four for this measure.”

He also pointed to infrastructure as
being key to building on this ‘knowledge
economy’, in particular the development
of the east-west rail line.

He said: “Milton Keynes is right in the
middle of the Oxford to Cambridge arc,
and has some things that these two
places don’t have.

“We have more land, we have great
infrastructure and transport links, and
we’ve got reasonable access to the major
airports, as well as Cranfield where a lot
of business people fly in to.”

BY ADAM GRINSELL
adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk
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Flames fail to
dampen firm’s
fighting spirit

Retail Finalist: Chris Leighton, owner of PHS Bathrooms

A FAMILY bathroom business bounced
back from an arson attack to be named
as one of the best in the country.

In April last year a vandal caused a
considerable amount of damage to
both the building and stock at the PHS
Bathroom Showroom in Bletchley.

But the business recovered and made
the shortlist for ‘Bathroom Retailer of
the Year’ at the industry’s KBB awards –
a highly sought after prize as it is judged
by industry peers.

The arsonist tried to break in to the
showroom, part of the Saxon Park
Industrial Estate on Holdom Avenue,
but he was unable to gain entry.

He instead set the wheelie bins out-
side on fire before simply walking away
from the building.

A fire crew were on site within 15 min-

utes but it took six fire engines and
about 25 firefighters nearly six hours to
control the blaze and put it out.

The whole incident has now been for-
gotten, though, as staff are instead cele-
brating being one of only four show-
rooms to make the prestigious shortlist
– out of 3,500 in the UK.

A Scottish showroom was announced
as the overall winner but PHS are still
rightly proud of their achievement.

Staff member Jono Leighton said: “We
will be trying to impress the judges
again next year, but in the meantime we
were the highest placed English compa-
ny as the other finalists were located in
Scotland and Ireland.

“It’s great for a Milton Keynes business
to have achieved such success especial-
ly during the current economic climate.

“We will continue to excel at what we
do and offer great bathroom products
to people of MK.”

MKNEWSBRIEFS

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

PR? You’re doing it right now . . .
Carolyn Jardine of Jardine Michelson Public Relations talks about the importance of PR

IT IS a common misconception
that public relations is all about
getting people’s names and
products in the papers.

The function of PR is to inform,
educate and influence people’s
perception and decisions.

It’s about managing reputation,
whether it be for an individual, a
business or a product. In fact,
you will be doing your own PR
right now as you read this.

What you say, what you wear,
the places you go and how you
greet people, all help to create
an image of you. Others will have
a perception of you as an individ-

ual, wrong or right, based on
messages you choose to give
out. You will undoubtedly give
different messages depending on
whether you are wearing your
business, family or social hat.

We base so many choices,
often unconsciously, on our
impression of people, businesses
and institutions. For example,
students who choose to go to
Milton Keynes College do so not
just for the learning, but how
friendly the environment is, the
facilities, how they found the
staff and students when they vis-
ited and the lifestyle that Milton

Keynes offers. Businesses, large
or small, public, private or third
sector, need a considered public
relations strategy - it is not a
luxury add-on but an essential
discipline. It has to be managed

with the right messages going
out to the right audiences.

Ill considered or poorly execut-
ed PR can have disasterous con-
sequences. Francis Maude’s
‘jerry can’ moment has landed
the government the blame for
queues at petrol pumps rather
than tanker drivers. It must sure-
ly be that the reputation, the PR
image of mainstream politics
contributed to George Galloway’s
victory in the Bradford West by-
election.

It is a competitive world out
there and every business needs
to ensure its voice is heard.

Places need managed public
relations too: remember when
the only thing anyone knew
about Milton Keynes was con-
crete cows?

Take an event like the Red Bull
Home Run – thousands of visi-
tors came to see the world
champions, toured the shops and
cafes and refined their own
impression of what Milton
Keynes is really like.

Thousands more read about it
online and also had their percep-
tions changed, and with more
good PR, it’s going to keep on
getting better.

AG Barr in MK move?
SCOTTISH soft drinks giant
AG Barr is considering a
move to the city. A
spokesman for the Irn Bru
manufacturer has confirmed
the firm is considering
developing a production and
warehouse facility on the
edge of Milton Keynes, in
Magna Park. If the site is
chosen, the move could
create around 80 jobs, with
production expected to start
in the third quarter of 2013.

H&M is latest signing
MK DONS chairman Pete
Winkelman has announced
fashion chain store H&M as
the latest brand to be signed
up to new retail park MK1,
being built next to
stadiummk. The music entre-
preneur made the announce-
ment at Hazeley Academy’s
business breakfast network-
ing event on Friday morning.
The store will join Marks and
Spencer and Primark at the
site, to become one of seven
retailers at the park.

Pizza good news
DOMINO’S Pizza Group has
announced a good start to
2012, with a systems sales
increase of nine per cent to
£144.2m in the first quarter.
Like-for-like sales in 660
mature stores increased by
3.5 per cent. Six new stores
opened during the period,
and the company is confi-
dent of reaching its target of
72 new stores in the full
year, with 12 planned for
Germany.

Kemp picked by Theo
KEMP Professional Services,
a local internet-based typing
and transcription service,
joined Dragons’ Den
entrepreneur Theo Paphitis
at an event in Birmingham
on Friday after being chosen
as one of his six favourite
small businesses in weekly
Twitter competition Small
Business Sunday. As a win-
ner, owner Lesley Kemp’s
business is eligible for a pro-
file on winners’ site
www.theopaphitissbs.com.
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HAVE YOU GOT A BUSINESS STORY?
E-mail Adam Grinsell at adam.grinsell@mk-news.co.uk

All’s fair as shop
opens its doors
A NEW shop which is up and
running in Broughton has a
simple message – let’s play
fair.

The eye2eye shop, on
Swanwick Lane, promotes
fairtrade products and has
moved in alongside the
Squeaks Organic Eatery cafe.

So far it has been a match
made in heaven as both
eye2eye and Squeaks exist
specifically with the enrich-
ment of the local community
in mind.

The aim is to encourage local
people to get out of their
homes to meet up with neigh-
bours in a child-friendly and
warm environment.

In 2009 Sust! – a dedicated
fairtrade shop in CMK – closed
down causing disappointment
for the city’s fairtrade
campaigners.

Helen Casey-Green missed
the shop so much that she sold
products independently,

before launching eye2eye in
Broughton after meeting
Squeaks owners John and
Katrina Creaser.

“We haven’t looked back
since then,” Helen said. “We’ve

had a positive response from
the local community.”

The shop stocks a wide range
of food and homewares while
the café offers healthy and
freshly made meals.

Mum knows best for these networkers
EACH month our business
section will feature a network-
ing group and in this edition it’s
the turn of Mum’s the Boss, a
child friendly group for busi-
ness women.

Mum’s the Boss is the perfect
way for busy mothers who are
trying to set up a new business
or grow an existing one to
network with like minded
people.

The group was established by
MK Women and Work as part of
their ongoing programme to
support and empower women.

It prides itself on its child
friendly nature where mums
can get support and advice to

help further their business.
Project co-ordinator, Janice
Jones, said: “There’s no com-
mitment to turn up to every
meeting and no membership
fee just a small donation to
help cover the cost of the
venue and the tea and cake.

“Everyone helps each other;
the women who come to these
meetings aren’t loyal to their
business at the expense of
helping others.”

Mums can learn the tricks of
the trade from informative and
inspirational speakers who can
help with issues from finance
to Facebook.

New members are always

welcome and will fit into the
relaxed and friendly atmos-
phere easily.

Mrs Jones said: “There are
some members that come to
each meeting but not everyone
can commit to that and we
have new members every
time.”

The group meets on the first
Tuesday of every month at
Acorn House between 10am-
noon.

Each meeting costs £4 and
crèche places can be booked at
£6 per session.

For more information
www.mumstheboss.co.uk/
miltonkeynes

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

Trading: Katrina Creaser and Helen
Casey-Green inside Squeaks

Hundreds expected to attend
at Cranfield’s fifth VentureDay
SOME of the UK’s leading
names in business will take to
the stage to share their ideas
on entrepreneurship at the
Cranfield VentureDay confer-
ence on May 10.

Among them will be Craig
Sams, founder of premium
organic chocolate company
Green & Black’s, and Warren
East, CEO of British microchip
designer ARM Holdings which
designs chips for televisions,
mobile computers and smart-
phones.

Now in its fifth year, the con-
ference is hosted by the
Bettany Centre for
Entrepreneurship at Cranfield
School of Management.

Around 200 entrepreneurs,
investors, UK start-ups and
advisors are expected to
attend.

As well as being a networking
opportunity, conference dele-

gates will also benefit from
exposure to Cranfield’s latest
pioneering research and
insights into entrepreneurial
issues.

Dr Stephanie Hussels, from
the Bettany Centre for
Entrepreneurship at Cranfield,
which organises the day, said:
“The growing importance of
innovation and networking
make events like VentureDay
an easier way for start-ups,
venture capitalists and advi-
sors to collaborate and share
best practice.

“We are delighted to have the
support of so many high pro-
file speakers as we know how
much people appreciate hear-
ing from experienced entre-
preneurs and investors.”

For information and to book
see www.ventureday.co.uk, or
e-mail wendy.lewis@cranfield.
ac.uk.

Barbara’s aid project
A WOMAN who saved her
own life with basic first aid
skills after falling from a 40-
foot cliff has now set up a
website to help others learn.
Barbara Cherryman, from
Newport Pagnell, has
created First Aid Cabinet
where for a small fee users
have unlimited access to
100 minutes of first aid
videos, recognition sheets
and treatment sheets. See
www.firstaidonchildren.co.uk

Two join together
BROOME Financial Planning,
based on Silbury Boulevard,
CMK, has announced it has
formed a strategic partner-
ship with UBS, which serves
private, institutional and cor-
porate clients worldwide.
Broome can now offer its
clients access to global
financial solutions including
full access to UBS Wealth
Management and the
group’s wider divisions.

Get in the swim
THE swimming pool at LA
Fitness next to Willen Lake is
now open to non-members
for swimming lessons and a
range of aquatic activities,
thanks to a new partnership
with Community Swimming
Limited with the aim of
getting one million more
people swimming. The
programmes available
include adult and children’s
swimming lessons, which
follow the British Gas ASA
Learn to Swim Framework,
taught by fully qualified ASA
teachers.

Wickes raises cash
STAFF from Wickes Milton
Keynes organised a quiz
night at the White House
Hotel near Little Brickhill on
Saturday, March 25 and
raised more than £700 for
Leukaemia & Lymphoma
Research to help beat blood
cancer. The money raised
will help fund life-saving
research into better treat-
ments and cures for
leukaemia, lymphoma and
myeloma.

now
property search is

truly local
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GRAB SERVICES

Call 07732 275395 / 01234 757491
Email: blkgrabservice@hotmail.co.uk

Available for hire on day work or per load.

INCLUDES REMOVAL OF
• Muck • General Rubbish
• Hardcore • Soil

WE SUPPLY
• All types of aggregates
• Primary and recycled sub-base materials
• Top-soils • Bark mulch.

Full public indemnity insurance and a licensed waste carrier.

The Small
Tree Company
Trees pruned or felled up to

20ft in height.
Stump removal.
Hedges trimmed.

Brush cutting.
Ride on lawn mower for large lawns.

Call: 07770 861913
NPTC Trained & Insured

Professional Service & Competitive Rates
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Garage Door Solutions Ltd
All makes & designs available
24 Hour repair service
No call out charge
All work guaranteed
Free quotations
Automation

For a fast, friendly, reliable, local
service call us now on:
Office: 01525 721615
Mobile: 07761 093468

Website: www.garagedoorsolutionsltd.co.uk
E-mail: gds.ltd@ntlworld.com

Sectional • Roller Up and Over Side Hinged
GRP ABS Plastic T imber

MILTON KEYNES ROOFING LTD

01908 565060 / 07979 294132

MILTON KEYNES ROOFING LTD
ALL ROOF, CHIMNEY & GUTTER REPAIRS

Slating, Tiling, Chimney Repairs, Rendering, Lead Flashings
★ High Performance Flat Roofing ★

(15 year guarantee - Life expectancy 30 years+)
Upvc Fascias, Soffits etc

Timber stained or painted
Insurance work undertaken

★ Jet Washing & Tile Coating ★
01908 565060 / 07979 294132
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Supply teachers play an essential role in school life. When
staff are sick or on courses having high quality, consistent
and reliable cover ensures smooth running of classrooms
and uninterrupted learning for the children.

Supply Teaching Ltd was established in Milton Keynes in
2000 to provide a specialist service to schools and
teachers in Beds, Bucks and Northants. We have a large
portfolio of teachers and schools ensuring a safe and
reliable service.

If you are a school looking for high quality supply teachers
or a primary or secondary teacher looking for a new way
of working, call Marjorie or Belinda for more information
on 01908 662655 or 07970 211238.

Alternatively you can register online with
us at www.supplyteaching.net.

BBeenneeffiittss ffoorr SScchhoooollss::--
• A single call for daily supply

cover
• Competitive rates
• Long, short and daily

placements
• Local teachers for local

schools
• Strict quality and vetting

processes
• Full payroll services
• Continuity for the classroom
• Teachers now available for

permanent positions

BBeenneeffiittss ffoorr TTeeaacchheerrss::--
• We offer a free service
• Excellent salary and holiday

pay
• Your skills matched for each

assignment
• Free CRB
• Work around your

commitments
• Long and short term

contracts available
• Permanent positions now

available
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HALFWAY TO PARADISE - THE
BILLY FURY STORY
Saturday, 8pm
THE rock keeps on rolling in this
tribute to a shy young boy from
Liverpool, who is re-christened
Billy Fury and becomes one of
Britain’s best-loved rock stars.

Halfway To Paradise is now in its
16th year and still furiously rock-
in', as Fury’s Tornados play his
timeless hits live - Last Night Was
Made For Love, I Will, Jealousy,
Halfway To Paradise and many,
many more.

Add the beautiful voice of Colin
Gold and you have a night of nos-
talgia made in heaven.

The show is set against a giant
moving backdrop of this wonder-
ful era and includes personal
movie footage of Billy with his
band. Tickets £20.

ROBIN AULD
Saturday, 8.45pm
SLIDE guitar, harmonica, African
blues guitar stylings and soul
vocals all feature in the fresh and

vibrant roots sound of Robin
Auld.

An award-winning artist with an
international CV spanning 20
albums, he is a powerful and
accomplished performer whose
energy has uplifted audiences all
over the world.

His latest album, Fingers In My
Pocket, is a collection of roots and
blues songs.

African influences are never far
away, with a reggae song and even
a Cape goema tune to pepper the
mix.

Tickets costs £12 on the door.

BATTLE IN ME
Garbage
I DON’T know about you (no,
trust me, I really don’t), but for
me Garbage’s best album was
easily their first one.

Nothing they’ve done since has
managed to capture the energy
and intensity that that set of
songs offered up.

Fair enough, they’ve released
good stuff
since (Push
It, in partic-
ular, is still a
staggeringly
great song),
but it’s all
been a bit
here and
there.

Well, it has up until now.
This, their first single since the

17th century (a slight exaggera-
tion), storms out of the blocks
like an athlete on questionable
medication and never lets up.

What’s more, the band are giv-
ing it everything, there’s no sense
of going through the motions,

because this is as clear a state-
ment of intent from a band on
the comeback trail.

Even Shirley Manson somehow
manages to sound even more
forceful than she did before, such
an achievement should be
impossible, but you can’t argue
with the evidence.

For a band that’s been in busi-
ness for the business end of
twenty years, this is excellent, in
fact, I’d say it’s their best single
since the aforementioned Push It.

GREYHOUND
Swedish House Mafia
YOU know the bit in Michael
Jackson’s Thriller where Vincent
Price does his voiceover.

Well, the bassline for that part of
the song was the first thing that
sprang to mind when I heard
this.

The problem is though, this
song has a running time so short
that the Eurovision Song Contest
would reject it on the grounds of
brevity.

Guess what takes up the lion’s
share of the time? Yep, the
bassline.

There is a tune, so to speak, but
by the time it finally bothers to
turn up there’s less than a minute
left for it to
strut its
stuff.

Pity really,
the tune
itself isn’t
bad, but
then that’s
something
that could
be said about Greyhound as a
whole.

I refuse to believe that the ver-
sion I heard is the full-length ver-
sion, because if it is then Swedish
House Mafia are having a laugh.

To give all its constituent parts
ample time to shine this song
should be at least a minute
longer, possibly two.

However, if there’s a longer mix
doing the rounds I might be able
to give that the thumbs up
instead.

MKLIFE MUSIC REVIEW THE STABLES WOBURN ARTBEAT

Leisure or events news? e-mail editor@mk-news.co.uk

SIMON DARNELL

THE STABLES 01908 280800

Robin Auld

WOBURN ARTBEAT

THE annual Woburn ARTBEAT
project, where high-quality origi-
nal art is showcased by turning
the village into an art gallery, is
now in its third year.

The event kicks off this year on
Friday and lasts for three weeks
until April 27, with around 80
artists including painters, sculp-
tors, photographers, glass sculp-
tors, printmakers and ceramics
artists all on display at 17 venues
around the village and Woburn
Abbey.

Locations include the Michelin-
starred Paris House, the Village
Store and Post Office, Bradford
Street Gallery and Woburn China
Shop.

The displays also include a
prominent sculpture exhibition in
the gardens of Woburn Abbey,
which also starts on Friday and
will be on display until August 31.

Woburn Abbey houses one of
the most important private col-
lections of sculpture, porcelain
and furniture, and holds more
than 250 paintings by artists such
as Gainsborough, Reynolds and

Van Dyck, and includes the
newly-discovered Rembrandt -
The Old Rabbi.

With more than 70 pieces by 28
sculptors, carefully selected and
placed around the Abbey gardens,
visitors will have the opportunity
to experience work by established
bronze sculptors like Maurice
Blik, Kate Denton and well-known
equine sculptor Philip Blacker.

Large scale abstract sculptures
in cast aluminium by Jonathan
Clarke will transform the tradi-
tional setting within the gardens.

Stone sculptures by Peter
Randall-Page, Nicolas Moreton
and William Peers will also add a
creative and interactive opportu-
nity for visitors to experience.

Creative director Johann Bester,
of Bedford Street Gallery, is look-
ing forward to the event getting
under way.

He said: “With the support of
Woburn Abbey alongside our
sponsors thecentre:mk and
Kimbells Freeth, this year we are
really excited and confident to
create a truly unique and exciting

experience for our visitors to
enjoy, learn, interact and experi-
ence art and sculpture in such a
beautiful setting.”

The aim for the non-profit-mak-
ing Woburn ARTBEAT is to fund
art projects in local schools and
sponsor at least one artist a year
to study and develop specific
skills.

The organisers are also currently
working with artists to create a set
of educational booklets on the
design and development process
of art across all the different
mediums.

It’s free to visit the locations in
Woburn, and viewing of the
sculptures in the Abbey gardens
plus a guide are included in the
Gardens or Woburn Abbey and
Gardens admissions tickets.

Abbey garden admission prices
are £4.50 adults, £3.50 seniors,
children aged three to 15 £1.75,
children under three free.

For more information about
what is going on visit the website
www.woburnartbeat.co.uk/2012.a
spx.
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www.mkweb.co.uk/restaurants

Visit the most
comprehensive
restaurant guide
in Milton Keynes

Feeling
hungry?

D I E T
C L I N I C

£48 for 4 weeks
Medical Doctor, Easy Diet
Walk-in, no appointments
Licenced and inspected by

the Care Quality Commission

Tel: 07973 641 649
Open Thursdays 10am to 4pm



SAVE THE LAST DANCE FOR ME
Tuesday to Saturday
“‘SAVE the Last Dance for Me’
was” says Laurence Marks, “the
second best title for a musical
never written.”

Not any more, though. With his
long-time buddy and professional
collaborator, Maurice Gran, Marks
has come up with a feel-good,
rom-com jukebox musical with
exactly that title.

Having had a huge success three
years ago with Dreamboats and
Petticoats, Marks and Gran were
approached by theatrical entre-
preneur Bill Kenwright to write
the book of a musical based
around the songs of the talented
fifties songwriting duo of Doc
Pomus and Mort Shuman who are
credited with hits such as
Teenager in Love, Viva Las Vegas
and Save the Last Dance for Me.

“Many of their songs” says
Laurence “were million-sellers.
There were a lot we didn’t know
and some we didn’t like and we
couldn’t see a way to use them so
we asked if we could use other
numbers from the period that
worked better. The songs have to
push the story forward. It’s like
breaking a code.”

“Does the lyric fit the narrative
line?” says Maurice Gran. “I don’t
think we altered the story to fit
any song but maybe we changed
one song to another to fit the
story.”

The story centres around two
sisters from Luton, holidaying in a

caravan in Lowestoft. It’s
raining, the chip shop
shuts at 8.30pm and it’s
like& well, a wet weekend
in Lowestoft.

“There must be a very
good underground scene
in Lowestoft” says
Maurice “because it’s cer-
tainly not overground.”

Suddenly they meet a
handsome young
American airman who
invites them to a dance
at the nearby US Air Force base.
Cue a whole hit parade of pop
songs from that exciting few years
just before the Liverpool Sound
changed the course of musical
history.

It is a time that Marks and Gran
remember well. “The early sixties
was an interesting time” says
Maurice Gran.

“It wasn’t too long after the end
of the Second World War and we
were teenagers. Everything was
new, it was unknown territory.”

It is now 32 years since Marks
and Gran started writing together.
In that time, as well as writing for
the theatre, they have enjoyed
huge success writing TV sitcoms
that include Goodnight
Sweetheart, Shine on Harvey
Moon, The New Statesman and
that perennial favourite Birds of
Feather. But how does the process
of collaboration actually work?

“Maurice comes to my home
where we have an office” says
Laurence “and we sit down and
argue. Then we spend a lot of

time thinking; less time writing.”
The next writing project for the

team is a brand new stage play of
Birds of a Feather starring the
original, hugely popular cast of
Linda Robson, Pauline Quirke and
Lesley Joseph. “It’s the first time
that there has been a spin-off of a
TV series to the stage” says
Laurence.

So what does he think made that
programme so popular? “I wish I
knew” he says “but it’s got funny
characters that are recognised
and loved by the audience and a
good storyline. But it’s the girls
who are the real reason for the
success; people believed in them
as real people.”

And if ‘Save the Last Dance for
Me’ was the second best title for a
musical never written, what is the
best? “There’s No Business Like
Show-Business, of course” says
Laurence.

Sounds to me like it could be a
prime contender for the next
Marks and Gran musical.

Judy Riley

MKLIFE THEATRE

Leisure or events news? e-mail editor@mk-news.co.uk

MK THEATRE 0844 8717652

STANTONBURY THEATRE

MK THEATRE

CHRYSALIS THEATRE

Jools
Holland

MK THEATRE’S summer season has
been announced today - and there
are some really exciting highlights.

Here are some of MK LIFE’s picks:
I88 May Dirty Dancing returns

with the classic story on stage as
the West-End Smash hit with the
infamous story of Baby and Johnny,
during what becomes the most
challenging and triumphant sum-
mer of their lives.

June offers the one that you want!
Grease up those quiffs and don
your pink jacket - fancy dress is
strongly encouraged and full audi-
ence participation is essential. With
Sing-a-Long Grease. Also in June
the fabulous family-friendly feel-
good show, Sister Act, packed with
songs inspired by Motown funk,
soul and disco.

Agatha Christie lovers are in for
treat in July as the Agatha Christie
Theatre Company present a stylish
new production of the queen of
crime’s classic thriller, Murder on
the Nile.

The perfect whodunnit with an
all-star cast.

You can also join Jools Holland
and his Rhythm and Blues orches-
tra in July as UK’s most popular
pianist and bandleader perform-
swith his 20-piece rhythm and
blues orchestra, led by former
squeeze drummer Gilson Lavos.

You will not want to miss out, in
August, on the international,
award-winnng, all-singing, all-
dancing romantic comedy, Leg-
ally Blonde.

Follow Elle Woods as she fol-
lows her boyfriend to Harvard
Law School to win him back.

As the summer season comes to
a close the sexy, sassy West End
hit Chicago returns to razzle daz-
zle you with night club singer
Roxy Hart and smooth talking
lawyer Billy Flynn in September.

For more details and for the full
listings take a look online at
www.atgtickets.com.

MYRA TIFFIN
PERFORMING ARTS
SCHOOL
Thursday - Saturday, April 12 -14,
7.30pm. Sat matinee, 2.30pm.
IT is that time of the year
when this prestigious
performing arts school
back to the Stantonbury
stage.

After another busy and
successful time perform-
ing in professional tour-
ing productions and in
the West End and taking
exams including the new
ISTD Olympic Awards,
the talented pupils, who
range from 4 to 18, are

back on their local stage
to entertain you.

Whether they are danc-
ing, singing or acting
their fully costumed rou-
tines will display their
versatility, dedication
and professionalism.

With routines choreo-
graphed to music ranging
from Gershwin to Bey-
once anyone who sees
this show cannot but be
enchanted by these
young performers.

Tickets are priced at
£12.50 or £10.50 for con-
cessions. Call the box
office on 01908 324422.

IMPROBABLE FICTION
Friday-Sat, 13-14 April, 7.30pm.
TREAD the Boards the-
atre group are back with
another great comedy
from the ever-witty pen
of Alan Ayckbourn.

In Improbable Fiction,
we meet six aspiring
authors, struggling to
achieve literary success.

But their ambitions
suddenly manifest the-
mselves in a highly
unusual and fast-paced
ending.

They gather at their
last meeting before Chr-
istmas to review their

progress, or rather, their
combined lack of it.

In an attempt to get
the group out of its liter-
ary rut the chairman
suggests that pooling
their resources into a
collaborative effort mi-
ght be a way forward.

The idea is received
without enthusiasm and
the meeting closes.

But then... a clap of
thunder, the lights go
out, and strange things
begin to happen.

Tickets cost £8.50,
concessions, £6.50, call
01908 617908 for more.

Save the Last Dance For Me

www.mkweb.co.uk/business

Find a local
business in MK...

Visit the most comprehensive
business directory in Milton Keynes for:

! Plumbers
! Hairdressers
! Mechanics

! Electricians
! Removals
! Builders

! Jewellers
! Skip Hire
! Florists

Plus muchmore!
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MKLIFE FILMS COMPETITION GALLERY
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COMPETITION

FILM REVIEW

MK GALLERY

TITANIC (12A)
Synopsis: Box office smash gets the
3D treatment
Who's in it: Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate
Winslet, Billy Zane
UNLESS you have spent several
decades living in a hole, then the
chances are that the film Titanic
at some point caught your atten-
tion.

James Cameron’s smash-hit
movie was the must-see picture
of the time when it first hit the
cinemas and now you can watch
it again on the big screen while
wearing a pair of 3D glasses.

It is strange to think that the
first film was released as long ago
a 1998, the year when France won
the World Cup and a 23-year old
Bear Grylls climbed Mount
Everest.

But they say the mark of a good
film is if it stands the test of time
and like it or not, Titanic certainly
does that.

Thousands of films are made
and then swiftly forgotten but
Titanic will live on the memory
for years, probably watched by
generation after generation.

This is down to a couple of key
factors, firstly the quality of the
acting on show.

Millions were hooked by the
heartbreaking love story involving
Jack and Rose which was beauti-
fully portrayed by Leonardo
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet.

The incredible spectacle of the

supposedly
unsinkable liner
plunging to the
depths of the
ocean perfectly
intertwined with
the young cou-
ple’s tale to cre-
ate an absolute
epic of a film.

Then there was
the famous
Celine Dion
soundtrack
which seemed
to capture the
emotions of the
occasion per-
fectly.

Things are not
perfect and some scenes, in par-
ticular a shoot-out which takes
place on the lower decks, perhaps
should have been left out.

Others have criticised this re-
release, which coincides with the
100th anniversary of the sinking
in 2012, as a shameless way of
cashing in.

But if you look at Titanic simply
as a movie then you have to hold
your hands up and say that this is
as an incredibly well made epic
which deserves full credit.

There is a reason why some
people watched the film count-
less times on its original release
and why they will probably go
again a fair few times now.

Cameron of course went on to

create Avatar, a record breaking
masterpiece which has demon-
strated just how good 3D technol-
ogy can be at the movies.

He has returned to Titanic to
oversee its painstaking conver-
sion to 3D and fans of the original
film will be in their element
watching spruced up versions of
their favourite scenes

A box office record-breaker and
nominated for 11 Oscars, Titanic
was the film everyone had to see
back in 1998.

Now it has sailed back it is still
worthy of your time, although, of
course, most of you will already
know what happens and how the
film ends.
8/10

WIN £200 of ASDA SHOPPING
VOUCHERS WITH COLGATE
SENSITIVE PRO-RELIEF
IF ice cold water makes you
wince, or hot drinks cause you
pain, the chances are you have
sensitive teeth.

Fortunately there is something
you can do to prevent the pain
and we have teamed up with
Colgate and Asda to give you
something to smile about.

Colgate Sensitive Pro-Relief”
toothpaste offers instant* relief
and lasting protection from sensi-
tivity.

Containing Pro-Argin” technol-
ogy, Colgate Sensitive Pro-Relief”
blocks the open channels to the
nerve to prevent the pain of sen-
sitivity before it starts.

Prove it to yourself.
The Colgate Sensitive Pro-Relief

Challenge invites you to experi-
ence freedom from the pain of
tooth sensitivity by visiting the
challenge road show.

You can out more and get
money off your next purchase by
visiting Asda in Bletchley on
Sunday (April 8) between 10am
and 4pm.

To help put a smile on your face

we are offering one lucky reader
the chance to win £200 of Asda
vouchers with Colgate Sensitive
Pro-Relief.

To be in with a chance of win-
ning just answer this simple
question.

Which of these is likely to cause
pain if you have sensitive teeth?

a) Ice cream b )Peanuts c)
Marshmallows.

Send your answer together with

your name, address and contact
telephone number to MK NEWS,
1 Diamond Court, Fox Milne,
MK15 0DU, or email competi-
tions@mk-news.co.uk. The clos-
ing date for entries is 5pm
Wednesday, April 11 and the win-
ners will be notified. The editor’s
decision is final.

* When the toothpaste is directly
applied to each sensitive tooth for
one minute.

SCRATCH NIGHTS: HARK!
PRESENTS UNFINISHED
BUSINESS
Tomorrow, 6.30pm
HARK! invites emerging contem-
porary artists working in any
medium to present unfinished
work in a pop up exhibition for
one night only.

The event is an opportunity for
critical discussion, peer review
and a chance for the participating
artists to experiment and gain
feedback in a supportive and
friendly environment.

Artists will install their work
throughout the evening while

being free to chat, mingle and
play with ideas.

To display your work, send 200
words about your practice, two
images of the piece you want to
install and any technical require-
ments for installation (MK Gallery
can provide some basic tools) to
hark.artists@gmail.com.

Alternatively, just pop along and
join in the discussion. Free.

FRIDAY NIGHT FILM: TEOREMA
Friday, 6.30pm
THIS drama mystery has been
selected by current gallery
exhibitor Daria Martin.

An irresistibly mysterious engi-
neering student arrives and yields
each member of his wealthy
Milanese host family to his
seductions.

Upon his abrupt departure, the
family experiences an unavoid-
able vacuum, embarking on a
series of obscene lifestyle changes
in order to deal with their loss.

At the time of the film’s release
in 1968, the film was praised for
its refreshing depiction of
European dissenters towards the
state.

Costs £5 (concessions £3). Pre-
book on 01908 676 900.
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TOMORROW
BRADWELL Abbey ‘Rabbits Tale’,
story time & family friendly site
tour starts 1pm. Hear a lovely
story about the bunnies of
Bradwell Abbey. Then explore his-
toric abbey. Ideal for families with
children ages 8 and under. Free,
donations are welcome. Limited
places, booking recomended con-
tact education@mkcdc.org.uk or
on 01908 227229.

WOMEN’S Walking Network,
Linford Manor Park. Meet at
Artworks car park, Great Linford,
10am £1 per person.

FRIDAY
NEED some chill out time after a
busy week? Yoga relaxation and
stretch at St. Michael's Church,
OU Campus 6 - 7.30 p.m. More
information call 01908 218915 or
email hypnomk@googlemail.com.

SATURDAY
THE RULE of Law Book Launch
by Author HRH Tina Beloveth
Powerful, extracts from President
Barrack Obama. This event is in 2
parts. 12 noon - 5pm Book
Launch - cost: £10.00, 7pm -
Late - black tie evening wear
charity ball. Cost: £30.00 and
includes African and Caribbean
cruisine. Jury's Inn Hotel contact
cristalevents@aol.co.uk.

SUNDAY
MK RAMBLERS figure-of-eight
walk. Meet at 10:00 am by St.
Firmins Church, North Crawley
(GR SP927447). Both parts of the

walk are about 5 miles and the
second part starts at 1:15pm.
Bring refreshments as required,
more details 01908†564572.

MONDAY
CYCLE MK Sportive, choose from
100 miles, 100km or if you are
new to sportives or a family ride
30km route. From Tattenhoe
Sports Pavilion, all routes will be
well marked with feed stations on
the longer rides and on quiet
country lanes within half a mile of
starting. For start times go to
www.racetimingsystems.com.

CHARITY quiz, The Barge,
Woolstone. In aid of Willen
Hospice. Costs £1 per player,
9pm start.

TUESDAY
WEST Bletchley Gardening Club.
Dale Coleman talk on Ariculars
and Carnations. 'How to propa-
gate, grow and care' Cost: mem-

bers £1.50 non members £3.50.
Freeman Memorial Methodist
Church Hall, Bletchley.

STACEY Hill Society Lecture,The
History of Shoemaking by Tod
Booth. In the Granary Tea Room
at Milton Keynes Museum, doors
open 7.15pm. Free to Stacey Hill
Society members, non-members
£1.00. More details
www.mkheritage.co.uk.

WEDNESDAY
OPEN film society, The Hunter. Ali
emerges from prison to be reunit-
ed with his wife and daughter.
Disaster strikes his wife is shot
by the police during a distur-
bance. Worse is to follow with the
child. Ali takes revenge. Showing
Old Lecture Theatre, OU, 6.15 &
8.45pm. More details
www.openfilmsociety.co.uk.

MILTON Keynes Tennis Club open
evening. Play tennis followed by
cheese and wine. From 7pm
Woughton Pavillion, Woughton on
the Green, more info call Tony
07831 342440 or Trish 07583
023549.

YOGA meditation, chanting and
relaxation at Portfields
Community Centre, Newport
Pagnell. 8 - 9 p.m.
More information call 01908
218915 or email hyp-
nomk@googlemail.com

WITH so many activities going
on around the city this Easter
there’s plenty to get egg-cited
about so we have taken a look
at some of the pick of the
Easter Bunny’s Basket.

At The Buszy (The Old Bus
Station) they are going to be
very busy with their holiday
sessions.

You can choose from Hair &
Beauty, Animation, Glee Club,
Photography, Trashion, Graffiti,
Street Dance, Arts & Crafts
Club, Skate & Scoot, Cooking
Club and Sew Damn Good.

All the sessions are run by
Make a Difference at The Buszy
and operate within a safe,
structured and friendly envi-
ronment. Staff are selected for
their expertise and enthusi-
asm. Aimed at children 8+,
check www.thebuszy.com for
times and prices.

Interaction at Old Rectory in
Peartree Bridge are opening
their grounds for Dinosaur
Eggstravaganza the most excit-
ing prehistoric Easter celebra-
tion since the first egg was laid.
Take the family and celebrate
Easter by helping to dig up
dinosaur skeletons and search
out dinosaur eggs, scare your-
self silly with stories of adven-
ture and danger, relax in the
beautiful dino-friendly
grounds and gardens, and cre-
ate some inspiring dino-art.
April 7, 1pm-4pm, free.

At Bletchley Park the Easter
Bunny Hunt and Easter Egg
Trail will take place around the

park on Easter Monday, with
lots of chocolatey prizes to be
won.

Kids will want to join the
Hunt the Chick Trail in the toy
museum where chicks will be
hidden amoung a huge range
of 1940s and 1950s toys and
household items.

Along side these are all the
normal exhibitions and dis-
plays, the park is open all over
the holiday period from
9.30am-5pm for prices and
more go to
www.bletchleypark.org.uk

Down on Mead Open Farm
their is lots of fun with the
Easter Bunny Bonanza. You
can meet the friendly Easter
Bunny, earn a chocolatey treat
in the new Easter Chick's Egg
Hunt and take the Super Egg

Launcher Challenge. And if
that wasn’t enough you can
meet the super cute newborns
in the Lamb Nursery and help
bottle feed the older lambs.
Mead Open Farm can be found
near Leighton Buzzard on the
Stanbridge Road check
www.meadopenfarm.co.uk for
prices and opening times.

Over the break why not have
treat yourself to breakfast with
the Easter Bunny at Wyevale
Garden Centre in Woburn
Sands. As well as decorating a
gingerbread rabbit kids can
meet the Easter Bunny and
receive a gift. Cost £7.95 and
includes a hot meal. Easter
Bunny is their April 6-9 from
9am-11.30am. Booking is
essential more at www.woburn
sandsgardencentre.co.uk.

WHAT’S ON EASTER ACTIVITIESMKLIFE

Leisure or events news? e-mail editor@mk-news.co.uk | phone 01908 689595

DAILY LIFE EASTER ACTIVITIES

Tell MK NEWS
readers about
YOUR event
Send details to andy.handley@
mk-news.co.uk, or call 01908
689586. Remember to get the
details to us at least two
weeks before the event and
we will publish them, space
permitting.

Easter at
Bletchley Park

www.mk-news.co.uk
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MKNEWS TO ADVERTISE CALL 01908 242490

Bursting
for a local
plumber?
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Fax
01908
689550

...to advertise

See us
MKNEWS, 1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

...to advertise

.co.ukFor your next move find it at www.

now
property search is

truly local

).$"&.,* +!(--#%#&'-

Office Space ,Fully
furnished and serviced

offices, available
immediately in over 150
UK locations including 3 in

Milton Keynes. Call
08703 519418,
www.regus.co.uk

I N G O L D M E L L S
Skegness holiday cara-
vans to let , Coral Beach
Leisure, Skegness Rd
01754 872402
www.coral-beach.co.uk

When you are moving house and you want a quick,
professional service speak to Martin Rangecroft

at CMK on 01908 202150
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Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

Packed
full of jobs
throughout
the region

HUNDREDS OF NEW VACANCIES EVERY WEEK!
ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY
Tel: 01908 242490. Email: advertising@mk-news.co.uk

URGENTLY REQUIRE HGV DRIVERS

CALL NICKY 07500 944365 NOW!
nicky.radford@interactionrecruitment.co.uk www.interactionrecruitment.co.uk

• Class 1 • Class 2 • £7.00 - £18.00
• Regular Work • Premium Contracts • AWR Compliant
• Free CPC Modules • Digital Tacho essential
• 7.5t • Maxiumum 6 points - No DR10

Earn Extra Cash
delivering/ collecting

Betterware brochures in
your local area. No cash
outlay. Call 0845 125
5000 or text 07786
200158

Experienced Mechanic
Wanted Ideally NVQ or
CNG Level 3. 5 days
work and wages plus
attractive bonus scheme.
07518 608080

Distributors wanted to
deliver the local

YELLOW PAGES A car is
required. For more

information, details of
other work available, and
to apply please go to .
Alternatively to apply call
0118 989 9909 or

freephone 0800 298 7101
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Don’t
miss out

on that ideal
job opportunity

Register your CV at www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free weekly E-Magazine.

HHUUNNDDRREEDDSS OOFF NNEEWW
VVAACCAANNCCIIEESS EEVVEERRYY WWEEEEKK

ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY
Tel:01908 242490 Email: classified@mk-news.co.uk
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01234
217181
DRIVERS

WWee aarree aallwwaayyss rreeccrruuiittiinngg ffoorr
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD HHGGVV DDRRIIVVEERRSS

Cat. C+E, C, C1, ADR, HIAB, MOFFETT

0011558822 887777000022
*DRIVING * INDUSTRIAL*OFFICE*

wwwwww..nneewwssttaaffffeemmppllooyymmeenntt..ccoo..uukk
e-mail Luton@newstaffemployment.co.uk

Established Agency run by Teachers
The best service for both Teachers & Schools
Excellent rates, Free CRB and Holiday pay!

01908 662 655 07970 211238
mail@supplyteaching.net



Fax
01908
689550
...to advertise

HHUUNNDDRREEDDSS OOFF NNEEWW
VVAACCAANNCCIIEESS EEVVEERRYY WWEEEEKK

ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY
Tel:01908 242490 Email: classified@mk-news.co.uk

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR

A NEW JOB?
...to find full details of all our current

vacancies – including job
specifications and salary

information…..

www.ideal-personnel.net
Ideal Personnel and

Recruitment Solutions

Email: info@ideal-personnel.net
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Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

Packed
full of jobs
throughout
the region

HHUUNNDDRREEDDSS OOFF NNEEWW
VVAACCAANNCCIIEESS EEVVEERRYY WWEEEEKK

ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCY
Tel:01908 242490 Email: classified@mk-news.co.uk
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MORE
NEWS
LESS
WASTE

B Business
Services

See us
MKNEWS, 1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

...to advertise

mkclassified Telephone 01908 242490

Sell your goods or services FAST through mkclassified
Phone, email, or fax one of our friendly staff or why not pop in and speak to us in person.

PHONE
01908 242490 @ EMAIL

classified@mk-news.co.uk
POST
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

FAX
01908 689550

BY HAND
MKNEWS,
1 Diamond Court,
Milton Keynes, MK15 0DU

A Aerial Services

A Articles
For Sale

A Articles
For Sale

A Articles
Wanted

C Carpets & Flooring

A Architecture

A Auctions B Blinds & Curtains

B Building Services

C Carpentry
/ Joinery

C Carpentry
/ Joinery

C Cleaning Services

C Computer
Services

TEMPLEMAN
CARPETS

Est 1971

FFoorr ccaarrppeettss && aallll ttyyppeess ooff fflloooorriinngg ssaammpplleess ssiimmppllyy ccaallll

01908 560608 or 07778 934 708
Appointments made for daytime

evenings or weekends

Friendly service - Helpful advice

★ DEEP CLEAN ★
CARPETS • UPHOLSTERY LEATHER

01525 851811
www.deep-cleaners.co.uk sseeee wweebb

ffoorr ddeettaaiillss

EEffffiicciieenntt && AAffffoorrddaabbllee
Latest technology / Removes most stains
Very thorough clean / ideal for deep stains

DDOOMMEESSTTIICC && CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL

BUILDING
PLANS

FOR NEW BUILDINGS
EXTENSIONS ETC

A complete service including
local authority applications

30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Stephen Everitt

Architectural Designer
AMPTHILL (01525) 405840

Master
Renovations
•Plastering •Decorating
•Kitchens •Bathrooms

•Laminate Flooring
•Fencing •Garden Clearance

•Flat Pack Assembly
Reasonable Rates

01908 673774
07912 040198

Beautiful Blinds
• Rollers from £35 fitted
• Wooden from £35 fitted
• Verticals from £30 fitted
• Venetians from £30 fitted

• Conservatory window blinds
from £299 (3m x 3m conservatory)

• FITTED IN 10 DAYS
Call us on 01908 642 084

Or visit our showroom at
Unit 14, Stadium Business Court, Lyon Rd, Bletchley

MASON PROPERTY
SERVICES LTD

Est 1985
★ Small building works
★ General maintenance
★ Kitchens/bathrooms
★ Carpentry/glazing
★ Painting & decorating
★ Tiling & Upvc work
★ Garage Conversions
★ Insurance claims

Clean, reliable, prompt
service. Fully insured.
Fensa Registered

01908 211476
07789 176300
CALL STEVE (7 DAYS)

Wanted fishing tackle
single items or job lots.
Top prices paid for
quality tackle. Buyer will
collect. Call 07504
951878

BUILDING SERVICES
•Extensions •Ground Maintance

•Roofing Repairs •General Building
•Driveways & Patios •Full Refurbishments

•Private & Commercial Property Maintance

Call: 01908 507778

Carpenter/Joiner/Handy
man. Flat pack,stair
rails,kitchen worktops
etc. Paul 07783994917

Drums Bought for cash!
07922123331

CCOOMMPPUUTTEERRSS
&& LLAAPPTTOOPP

Upgrade, Rebuild,
Anti Virus, Fix Faults &

Database Recovery
NNOO FFIIXX,, NNOO FFEEEE

No call out charges
Microsoft Cert System Engineer

15 years I.T. experience
01908 766336

www.ETSITSupport.co.uk

MAHOGANY EXTEND-
ING TABLE AND 6
CHAIRS Small side-
board and corner unit,
GC, £175 ONO. Tel
07825 419137

Carpets2you.com
Up to 75% cheaper buying from us direct

No more driving around - we come to you

★ Carpets ★ Woods ★ Vinyls
★ Contract Tiles

Free measuring & excellent fitting service
100’s of samples - you can choose in the

comfort of your own home or office

0800 043 9019
AAllll ccrreeddiitt ccaarrddss AAcccceepptteedd

Home
Decorating
Company

PPaaiinnttiinngg && DDeeccoorraattiinngg,,
CCoovviinngg && PPllaasstteerriinngg
NNoo jjoobb ttoooo ssmmaallll
0011990088 331166882222
0077553355 447722226622

4 Large Potted Hostas
£10 each Tel: 01908
211267

Creda Debonair Topload
Spin Dryer. Excellent
Condition. £50 ONO.

Tel 01908 648048.
Evenings only after 5pm.

ULTIMATECARPETCLEANING
HOTTER - CLEANER - DRIER

HIGHPOWEREDTRUCKMOUNTEDMACHINES

01908 354936
WWW. DIAMONDFLOORCARE.CO.UK

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Brand new, ex show
model, 8mph, full sus-
pension, lights, indica-
tors, captain seat, 2 yr
warranty, cost £3500 will
accept £1500, call 01252
815756 Trade.

Vintage Chest of Drawers
£30 ONO.

Tel 07852 680253

Sofa Bed £45 ONO.
Corner/TV Unit £30
ONO. Tel 07852 680253

Mountfield Petrol Rotary
Lawn Mower Excellent
Condition. £70.

Tel 07944010272

Henry Hoover & Dyson
07 in showroom

condition, works perfect.
£40 each.

Tel 07929257686

Playstation 3 All seen
working, no controller.
£70.Tel 07944010272

Qualified
carpenter +
joiner. CRB
Checked

RRJJPP CCAARRPPEENNTTRRYY
Doors a speciality
• Decking
• Skirtings
• Architraves
• Bespoke made

wardrobes
Doors and locks fitted and
eased. For all your
carpentry needs.
25 years experience

0011990088 661166111177
0077881166 225555770011
Recommended on Which
References on request
www.rjpcarpentry.co.uk

Corrugated bitumin roof
sheets. Black. 2m x
950mm. £8 each.
07925318111
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G Garden
Maintenance

G Garden
Services

G Garden Services

R Rubbish
Clearance

Register your CV at
www.jobsnow.co.uk
and receive your free
weekly E-Magazine.

Packed
full of jobs
throughout
the region

D Decorators D
Domestic
Appliance
Repairs

D Domestic
Services

D Driving Tuition

E Electrical
Services

H Handy
Person

H Handy Person

L
Loft
Ladder
Installation P Painting

Services

P Plastering

P Plastering

P Plumbing & Heating Services

R Removals & Storage

R Removals
& Storage

• Domestic and Commercial • Storage
• Local and Long Distance • Fully Insured
• Packing Service/Materials • FREE Quotations

www.fromhere-tothere.com

UNBEATABLE PRICES, EXCELLENT SERVICE

01908 37271201908 372712

At Your Disposal
Domestic/Commercial

Clearance
• Outbuildings • Garden Waste
• Scrap Metal • White Goods

Credit Crunch Rubbish Clearance
Call Robert today for a FREE quote

07990 862261/
01908 310620

Waste Carrier Licence Approved

AA..BB.. FFAARRMMEERR
FFEENNCCIINNGG SSPPEECCIIAALLIISSTT

FREE
QUOTATIONS

0011990088 667744118844
0077885522 888811112266

Patios, Decking &
Pergolas

FRIDGE FREEZER
REPAIRS Fast efficient
service. Work guaran-
teed. MK Refridgeration
01908 694567.

BALD MAN
BIG VAN/TRUCK

66..55 TToonnnnee VVeehhiiccllee
wwiitthh TTaaiilliifftt..
23ft long.

Ideal for all
removals including

Office moves.
Est 1989.

Will go anywhere!
PPlleeaassee ccaallll NNiiggeell
oonn 0077997733 331177333344

SPECIALIST IN ALL

TYPES OF PLASTERING• Tiling
Flooring
Paint & Decorating
Fencing
Decking
Block Paving

All work guaranteed,
call Dino for a free quote

07966 250856
01908 670802

dino@alfaplastering.com
www.alfaplastering.co.uk

ARTEX
Phone Roy on

0011990088 554422448822 or
0077998855 338833663300
Ceilings, Coving,

Decorating, Pattern
Changes, Ceilings

Skimmed Flat
Insurance work
Free estimates

Established 35+ years

GGAACC GGaarrddeenn DDeessiiggnn
&& MMaaiinntteennaannccee

Full Landscaping Design and
Maintenance Available.

Patios, pergolas, fencing, turfing etc.
References given.

Free survey.
For a personal and

competitive quote call:
0011990088 223355446677 oorr

0077888899 445577000022

Griffon Gas &
Plumbing Services

• Gas • Plumbing • Repairs • Bathrooms
• Service • Kitchens • Replacement • Showers

Central Heating Repairs and Alterations
All Work Guaranteed 40 Years Experience

Reasonable Rates
0759 032 7315 • 01908 661335

Eaglestone - Milton Keynes

MB Domestic Services
washing machine, tum-
ble dryer, electric cook-
ers & dish washer
repairs, Call 077839
84855.

AFFECTIONATE LHASA
APSO PUPPIES Non
moulting, vaccinated,
microchipped, insured,
Puppy Pack included.
£380. 01480 219041

KMW Loft Ladders
01234 290064 07977
9 9 7 5 3 7
kmwproper tyservices
@ h o t m a i l . c o . u k
w w w . k m w l o f t
l a d d e r s . c o . u k

GOOD LOOKING
FEMALE Divorcee,
wants fun with males.
07089 296140

ROTTWEILER PUP-
PIES KC registered,
excellent temperment,
excellent pedigree, low
hip score, home reered,
ready now. 07919
207471

MK Relocations
• Domestic and commercial removals
• Short and long distance
• Man & van service available
• Fully insured
Please call us for a quote - Very affordable prices

01908 607151 / 07735 348 042
www.mkrelocations.co.uk

MAN & VAN
Want it home today?

From sofas to beds
House/office removals

I’ll do it now!

From £10
07709 545222

Man & Van
House, Garden,
Garage, Shed

Cleared - Cleaned
Removals
Call Jamie

07896 956571
Friendly Service

APPROVED LOCAL
ELECTRICIAN fault
finding, emergency call
outs, sockets fitted, fuse
board changes, cookers,
showers, lighting. 07976
722604

Premium Plastering
20 years experience

Competitive prices
All types of plastering undertaken

• Skimming • Tacking
• Floor Screed • Coving

• Tiling • Decorating
FREE QUOTES
Contact Vince
07580 021382
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P Pets For
Sale

R Rendezvous



T Telecomm
unications
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classified@mk-news.co.uk

...to advertise

@

Email
classified@

mk-news.co.uk

...to advertise

@

Fax
01908 689550

...to advertise

S Sheds

T Tree
Surgery

U Upholstery/ Fabric

R Roofing & Cladding

S Skip Hire

U UPVC

W Wedding
Services

W Windows&
Conservatories

W Windows & Conservatories

TELEPHONE and
Broadband. Extensions,
cabling & faults. TelRon
01234 306244 07944
864326

Diane Merner
Upholstery & Interior
Services
Workshop: 01908 507022
Mobile: 07956-526676

ANTIQUE, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL
UPHOLSTERERS & CURTAIN MAKERS,

WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS
FREE ESTIMATES, EXCELLENT RATES.

UPVC Windows, Doors
& Conservatories
Supplied, Fitted &

Repaired!
Building & Property
Maintenance Also

Provided For All Your
Home Improvements!
www.wis4u.co.uk

01908 366621

RReeggiisstteerreedd PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall EEssccoorrtt AAggeennccyy

0077004400 990011885588
wwwwww..ffooxxyykkiitttteennss..nneett

WWIINNDDOOWW
RREEPPAAIIRRSS

on UPVC / ALI windows
/ doors / conservatories
handles / hinges misty -

broken units facia's
guttering.

No job too small.
Over 40 years

experience
FREE QUOTE
PHONE
01525
717070
TRADING

STANDARDS
APPROVED

Call for a free quotation on

01908 650148
www.customglaze.co.uk

Repairs &Maintenance
for yourWindows,

Doors & Conservatories
• Misted Sealed Unit Replacement
• Broken Double Glazed Glass Replacement
• Broken and Damaged Fixings
(Locks, Catches, Hinges)

• Replacement Locks and lock Upgrades
• Window / Door Servicing
• uPVC Profile Repair and Restoration

JJOONNEESS
SSKKIIPP HHIIRREE

3, 4, 6 and
7 yard skips
Registered Waste Carrier

01908 690937
07768 450054
All major credit cards accepted

Builders
& DIY

Conservatories, Windows & Doors
UNBEATABLE TRADE

PRICES
oonn

QQuuaalliittyy UUPPVVCC WWiinnddoowwss,,
DDoooorrss && CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorriieess
CCaallll ffoorr aa ffrreeee qquuoottaattiioonn

0011990088 550077 777788
wwwwww..ccrroowwnnwwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk

£299

£585

Large Range of Sheds, Summer
Houses & Play Houses

We manufacture our
own sheds offering
excellent value and
alterations if needed

Massive Savings
for more information or a free brochure

sales@telesheds.co.uk
or visit

Th

e Small Tree

Company

00777777000077777700
886611991133886611991133

◆ Trees reduced, pruned
and felled.

◆ Hedge work and
bushcutting.

◆ NPTC Qualified and
insured.

◆ Small tree specialist.
◆ For a professional service

and free quotation call

ESCORTS 11am till
late. 01234 343935

MILTON KEYNES ROOFING LTD

01908 565060 / 07979 294132

MILTON KEYNES ROOFING LTD
ALL ROOF, CHIMNEY & GUTTER REPAIRS

Slating, Tiling, Chimney Repairs, Rendering, Lead Flashings
★ High Performance Flat Roofing ★

(15 year guarantee - Life expectancy 30 years+)
Upvc Fascias, Soffits etc

Timber stained or painted
Insurance work undertaken

★ Jet Washing & Tile Coating ★
01908 565060 / 07979 294132

Alex, Male Escort. 07905
485926.

Massage in the
Buckinghamshire area.
Visits you only, Mon-Fri.
Tel 07775 536140.

• SAMEDAY SERVICE • DELIVERY & COLLECTION
• 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 20, 40 YD SKIPS
• OPEN, CLOSED & DROP ENDS ROLL ON, ROLL OFF
• 6&8 WHEEL GRAB SERVICES
SUPPLIERS OF CRUSHED
CONCRETE & TOP SOIL
PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE DAILY,
WEEKLY & LONG TERM HIRE
(WRITTEN DETAILS ON REQUEST)

C Chat Lines

P Personal

P Personal
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MKNEWS TO ADVERTISE CALL 01908 242490

CATHERINE Massage
available please call me
on 07986 808595

www.lady-catherine.co.uk

AAnnnniieess MMaassssaaggee
• New Staff • Set Prices
2 minutes from airport

Old and new customers welcome
01582 459774

Visit You

DIRECT 2 U Escorts
Bedford based 07040
901410

PENNY ESCORT Very pri-
vate. Mon-Fri 10am-6pm,
Weekends 10am-2pm.
Rural MK. 07763191974

MALE ESCORT SERV-
ICES in MK, No witheld
calls. 07851 963329

NADINE ESCORT CMK.
10-LATE. 7 DAYS. 07946
209557

MYA Independent Escort.
Close to CMK, Good Rates

07506 076411 No
witheld Numbers

www.adultwork.com/Indian
_Mya

DEBBY & FRIENDS
Covering all areas.
10 am till late. 07946
746931

EEggoo mmaassssaaggee
FFeennnnyy SSttrraattffoorrdd

0011990088 663300777766
wwwwww..eeggoo--mmaassssaaggee..ccoomm ((mmaassssaaggee oonnllyy))

NEW BELLA OFFERS
MASSAGE - 07547
194899

NEW ABBY OFFERS
MASSAGE - 07547
194542

NEW Shanelle Offers
Massage 07756 522024

Secrets Escort and
Massage Services
CMK Call 07594389467.
Escorts also wanted.

NEW CHELSEA
OFFERS MASSAGE -
07751 372299

KIMBERLEY Independent
Escort. New to Milton
Keynes Available this
week Call 07818 326689

Jenny escort.
Independant. Please call
07582354259
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Find 1000’s of cars locally at
motors.co.uk/mknews
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ALL CARS AND
MOTORCYCLES

WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID

£50 - £10,000
Any age, any condition, cash today,

fast & polite service

Scrap Cleared

Contact Mark on

07957 984191 ANYTIME

Family Run Business

£100 - £20,000

ALL CARS,
MOTORCYCLES

AND VANS WANTED

CCAARRSS//VVAANN//TTRRUUCCKK//
CCAARRAAVVAANNSS//BBIIKKEESS//

TTRRAAIILLEERRSS
££££££ WWAANNTTEEDD ££££££
££££££ CCAASSHH PPAAIIDD ££££££

RUNNERS - NON-RUNNERS
CRASHED - BASHED - DAMAGED

WITH OR WITHOUT M.O.T.
DDOONN''TT JJUUSSTT GGIIVVEE IITT AAWWAAYY

YYOOUU WWIILLLL GGEETT MMOONNEEYY FFOORR IITT
GGIIVVEE UUSS AA TTRRYY

WWEE WWIILLLL PPAAYY ££8800 MMIINNIIMMUUMM
2244 HHRR RREECCOOVVEERRYY

0011552255 886611003333 //
0077995577 225577007722
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BMWCaravans &
Trailers

Chrysler Citroen

Citroen Daihatsu

Fiat

Ford

Ford

Honda Jaguar

MMOOTTOORRCCYYCCLLEESS
SSCCOOOOTTEERRSS AANNDD
MMOOPPEEDDSS TTRRIIAALLSS
MMOOTTOORR CCRROOSSSS
BOUGHT FOR CASH
Any condition, crash

damaged, non runners
07710324170
01525 759236

Chris - Trade

Citroen Saxo
2002 1.1cc
12 months MOT, 5

months road TAX, 1 lady
owner, 67,000 miles,

electric windows, remote
central locking, sunroof,

CD player, just been
serviced, VGC

£950
07977 721513
07968 648483

BMW 330D SE
Auto, blue, 4 door Saloon,

127,000 miles, MOT
11/12, TAX 05/12, sport
wheels, good tyres, tow

bar

£2000 ONO
01234 838041

Ford KA
Collection

First registered
30.01.2004, 1299cc
petrol, silver, MOT

24.11.12, TAX 31.08.12,
recent clutch fitted,

mileage approx 68,000
miles, good runner, clean

and tidy

£1695 ONO
07958 591468

2005 Abbey
Freestyle 2

Berth
End kitchen, fully

equipped, fitted with power
more and tracking system,
all accessories include full

awning and rear porch,
ready to tow away and

enjoy

£6500 ONO
01234 768938

Daihatsu
Fourtrak 4x4

Turbo
diesel, green, 7 seater,

extremely clean

£1495
07597 912106

CHRYSLER
VOYAGER

MPV 2.5cc, Diesel, crd lx,
privacy glass, MoT, tax,

FSH, full loaded, 7 seats,
105k, VGC, alarm

£3495 ono
01234 297271
07979 991988

www.bedfordaut
ocars.co.uk

Fiat Panda
Black, 1.1 Eco,

Hatchback,12 months tax,
2009, Dealer warranty

until November,
25,000miles

£3750
07845 926788

Ford Ka
Collection, Black 12

months MOT, TAX till June
2012, Air Con, E/W, CD,

Alloys

£995ono
07786 991080

Ford Fiesta 1.4
TDCi Style

5 door, silver, superb
condition, 42,000 miles

£4975
07585 808248

Ford Focus
1600 zetec, 116K, 5Dr,

Maroon, 12 month MOT,
S/H, A/C, CD

£975 ono
07786 991080

Jaguar x type
diesel, 1.9 turbo, estate,

December 2004,
99,000miles, Jaguar
racing green metallic,

barley half leather interior,
superb condition

£3750
01234 360830
01836 254192

Ford Fiesta
Petrol, Hatchback, 1998,
Black, 99k miles, 1.25.

Years MOT. Serv hist, AC,
CD.Sunroof. 5 Door. Great

little car,

£550
07721 508657

CASH FOR CARS
All makes & models considered.

Cash Waiting.
Anytime 7 days.

(01234) 742753 / 07813 927586

Ford Focus
1.8L, 71k miles, F/E/W,

ABS, P/Steering,
Child/Lock, A/C, Mot till
Feb 2013, R/Tax till June
2012, F/S/H, lovely car,
Good condition, 51 Reg

£2150 ono
07963 209007

Fiat Punto ELX
02

1.2, 12month Mot,
6months Tax, P/S, E/F/W,
3door, hatch, blue, 112k,
new timing belt, C/C/B,

C/L, Good condition inside
and out

£850
01234 342948

07843 432314(T)

1998 Citroen
Saxo PX To

Clear
1.1, Red, 90,000miles,

3door, Mot, Good
Condition for year, Ideal

first car

£695
07548 027666

07931 737675(T)

1998 BMW
3181

PX To Clear Saloon, Tax
and Tested, Good

Condition

£750
07548 027666
07931 737675

Ford KA
1.3, Black, 2004, 11
month Mot, Sunroof,

Good Condition, 1 Lady
owner from new, average

miles

£950
01525 406930
07885 094608

HONDA CIVIC
Type R GT

2008, Milano Red, FHSH,
Recent MOT, 60k, Rage
Wheels & more extras.

Excellent Condition.

£8,500
Tel 07748 184201

Get a quote from our website: www.mjrecoveryltd.co.uk

FORD FOCUS
Zetec 1.6, silver, 53 plate,
tax until Dec 12, MOT Nov

12, 81k miles

£1,950
07968 272695

Motorbikes
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Kia

Land Rover
Freelander

1998
1.8, 5 door, petrol, MOT

June, tow bar, good tyres,
radio/CD

£1150
07947 907720

Vauxhall Polo
1.9 SDi

2005, 5 door, MOT Jan
2013, TAX July 2012,

excellent condition

£3300
07840 042348

Suzuki Grand
Vitara 2001

1600cc, MOT July, TAX
June, soft top, leather

seats, optional 4WD, alloy
wheels, CD player, 64,300
miles, short wheel base

£1600
01234 854486

Vauxhall Corsa
Active 1.2

59 plate, 16v, only 1700
miles, 3 door hatch, C/L,

alloys, airbags, E/W,
serviced, MOT, silver, 1

owner

£7500
01767 226860

Vauxhall Astra
1.8, Coupe, Black, 2002,
MOT, Taxed, New Timing

Belt, Serviced, E/F/W, DVD
Player, Alloy wheels,

58400miles,

£1200 ono
07578237192

Mercedes-Benz
C180

105000 miles, 4dr, silver,
a/c, cd, 12 months mot,

taxed

£2150
07906 075039

Land Rover
Discovery

TD5, excess, 79000 miles,
1 owner, fsh, twin electric
S/R, a/c, multichange cd,
half leather and towbar,

very clean, mot, 6 months
tax

£7250
07906 075039

Saab 9-5
Auto, 1998, 4 door saloon,

black, very clean, 12
months MoT

£750
07906 075039

Peugeot 206 S Convertable
2004 black, A/C, 47,400

miles, TAX May, MOT Nov,
leather interior, ABS, alarm,

immobiliser £3200 ONO
07873 762895

Too new
to view

VAUXHALL
ASTRA

1.6cc, mot, fsh, 69k, 5dr,
silver, e/l pas, stereo,

Y reg, 2001, fully loaded,
excellent condtion

£1350 ono
01234 297271
07542 729791

Vauxhall Astra
1.6cc Club

52 reg, 2003, MOT Dec
2012, 76,000 miles, 5 door,

burgundy red, E/W, C/L,
stereo, S/H, very good

condition

£1650 ONO
01234 297271
079799 91988

www.bedfordauto
cars.co.uk

Vauxhall Astra
1.6cc Club

53 reg, 2003, MOT Aug
2012, 111,000 miles, 5

door, burgundy red, E/W,
C/L, stereo, S/H, very good

condition

£1595 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

www.bedfordauto
cars.co.uk

Renault Clio
Petrol, Hatchback, 2000,

Blue, 143,500 miles,
Grande RN, Manual,

1149cc, 12 mnth MOT,
Taxed until end of May, 3
door, Stereo/ CD Player,

Good condition, Cheap Ins
Group,

£850
07984 206 698

VAUXHALL
CORSA B

1 litre trip, 12 valve, 2000,
white, 3 dr, 1 yr MOT,

good runner, good
condition

£695
07551 080748

Nissan Primera
2.0, 16v, Sport +, Black,
4Door, 1999, V reg, 6CD

Changer, 93k, New
Battery, MOT and TAX to

June

£795
01234 306411
07504 415113

Mitsubishi
Warrior L200

Black, 2004, Air Con, , Full
Leather, 10cd multi

changer, Alarm,
immobiliser, Very Clean,

86,000miles, £2500 extra
fittings, One owner, 2.5

Turbo Diesel, Owner selling
due to a company car

£5000 ono
07916 393923

Renault Clio 1.2, Dynamic,
2007, Metallic Grey,
33,104miles, 3door,

hatchback, ex-demo, one lady
owner £4995ono 01234

823532

Too new
to view

SOLD Mini Mayfair
Automatic, 998cc, Good

Condition, only 37,602miles
on the clock

Too new
to view

ROVER 75 CDT
Connisseur

Auto, Saloon 2002, 2Ltr,
BMW Diesel Engine, Full
Leather, Air Con, ABS,

Metallic Silver, MOT July,
Tax August. 11800 Miles,
Good Condition, Lovely

Car.

£1,550 ONO
Tel 01908 606720
/ 07960 844046

Vauxhall Astra
Life 1.7 CDTi
Diesel, 100 break horse

power, 5 door, silver,
36,000 miles from new,
12 months MOT, service

history, excellent condition

£5975
07585 808248

Vauxhall
Meriva 1.4

Club
2007, 57 plate, Lancelot
gold, 25,000 miles, full

service history, very good
condition, MOT till Sept,

ex motability car

£4250 ONO
07974 953985
01234 358975

Volkswagen
Polo

Y reg, Black, 77000 miles,
MOT, Tax, 1 litre

£1200
07756 819841

VW Passat
20v, sport, 1800cc, 4Dr,

Saloon, 1999, T reg, 130k
miles, VGC, newly

serviced, new battery,
runs and drives very well,

Long MOT

£950 ono
07724 157423

Kia Sedona
Diesel, 2006, Auto, 7 seater,

MOT till 03/13, new
windscreen, built in dvd
player, plus bluetooth

headset, very low mileage
60,700miles, champange

gold, Selling due to company
car, excellent condition

inside and out, first to see
will buy

£4500
01234 315158
07511 219141

Rover 25
Auto, 1.8, December 2000,

5Dr, 8 month MOT,
31,000miles, 2 lady

owners, PAS, E/W, ABS,
FSH, A/C, central locking,
rear parking sensors, 6CD

Multi changer, drives
lovely, nice condition

£895 ONO
01234 405258

Mazda Mazda6 2S Sport
5dr, Petrol, Copper red, 41k,

Alloys, keyless, E/W, H/Seats,
privacy glass, bluetooth

system, 6 speed, P/S, FSH,
1 yr MOT, Tax,

£6995
07920 427451

Too new
to view

Renault Clio Alize 1.4, W reg,
2000, PAS, EW, AC, 74,000

miles, taxed Jan 2013, 5
months MOT £1195 ONO

07790 565011

Too new
to view

ROVER 75
ESTATE

CONNOISSEUR
T

1.8, 53 reg, 83k, red, 11
months MOT, A/C, PAS,
E/W, E/Seats, C/L, alarm,

ABS, radio/cassette,
leather heated seats

£1,500
01582 591995 VAUXHALL

ASTRA SSXi
1.6

2001, tax & MOT, 5dr
hatch, e/w, e/m, CD player,

55k, good cond, alloys

£1,075 ono
07411 895322

Peugeot 206
1.1, Blue,1999, T reg,

106,000 miles, Tax till May
2012, Mot till Dec 2012,

Very Good Condition

£550 ono
07974 756311

Peugeot 206
1.4LX, Black, Full Mot,

80,000 miles

£1150
07966 589006

Skoda Fabia
Estate

1.4, MPI, 85,000 miles,
Long Mot, Good Condition

Green, 2001

£895ono
01525 404829

Land Rover
Series 2

1958, 2286cc, leaded
petrol, dark green, convert

static wagon, S/W/B,
fairey overdrive, free

wheeling hubs, heater,
new battery, easy

restoration project, Series
2A also available

£1800 ono
07723 769975

Renault Clio
1100cc, 2001, 12 months
MOT, 6 months road tax,

electric windows, sunroof,
remote central locking, CD

player, very good
condition

£875 ono
07977 721513

TOYOTA
COROLLA

Colour Collection, 4 Door
Saloon, 2005, Only 35,000
miles. Full Service History
and all MOTs. 12 Months
Tax and MOT, Faultless

Condition. AA/RAC
Inspection Welcome. Only

for Sale due to Bereavement

3,750 ONO
Tel 01480 810332
or 07702 463312

Rover 25
Y Reg, 2001, Tax & Mot,

5door, C/L, E/W, P/S

£595 ono
07711 803730

Renault Clio
T Reg 1.4, Dynamique,
3door, Black, 11month

Mot, A/C, C/L, E/W, Alloys,
Looks and drives superb,

70k, 1st will buy

£995
07928 804238

VW Polo
1.4, CL, 1998, Good

condition, runs perfect,
123k miles, F/S/H, recent
service, new exhaust, 11

month Mot, 5 months tax,
ideal learner car

£625 ono
07843 911077

VW Golf
Cabriolet

Avantgarde, 1999,
61,000miles, 2 lady

owners, Power hood,
clean, long Mot

£1195
01234 358145
07860 388898

(T)

2005 Skoda
Fabia

1.2, 5door, Blue, 32,000
miles, Service history, A/C,
E/W, Remote, C/L, Tax and

Mot

£2695
01234 822213
07947 685751

www.qualitycars
.me.uk (T)

Vauxhall
Vectra

1.8, LS, 2002, years Mot,
Tax till Sept, PAS, A/C,
C/L, E/W, CD, servise
history, very nice car

£875
01234 742753

07813 927586(T)

PEUGEOT 206
LX 52 reg, 2002, 1.4cc, 5
dr, MoT, 92,000 miles, ice
green, elec windows, C/L,

stereo, VGC

£1495 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

www.bedfordaut
ocars.co.uk

PEUGEOT 306
W reg, 2000, XSL, 2.0cc,

3 dr, 12 months MoT, FSH,
blue genuine 49,000 miles,

1 owners, alloys, leather
seats, full loaded,

immaculate condition

£1195 ONO
01234 297271
07979 991988

www.bedfordaut
ocars.co.uk

1992 VW Golf
MK1 Clipper Cabriolet, 2

Previous Owners, Service
History, Electric Windows,

New Power Hood, Very
clean

£1495
01234 358145
07860 3888981

(T)

2005 Corsa SXI
55, 1.2, irmscher special,

31,000miles, service
history, alloys, CD, ABS,
long Mot, good runner

£1995
01234 358145
07860 388898

(T)

Volkswagen
Fox

Petrol, Black, 5300 miles,
1.2, 3door, Tax and

warranty till December
2012, 1 Lady owner

£5500
01234 210380
07909 642527

Toyota Corolla
GS Auto, 1.6, silver,

Petrol, 01, 5 month Mot, 2
Month tax, 46,000 miles,

Good Condition, Very
Reliable

£995
01234 354691

£150
Minimum Paid

for your scrap Car/Van
DVLA Informed
Call Jamie on:

07786 476160

Land Rover

Land Rover Land Rover
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MKMOTORING WWW.MK-NEWS.CO.UK TO ADVERTISE CALL 01908 242490

BB HH SSAALLVVAAGGEE
Environment & DVLA

Registered ATF Centre

CARS
WANTED

Any condition
considered

Commercial/cars/4x4s
Free collection

Scrapped legally

Top prices paid
£70-£5000

Used car parts
available

CCaallll 0011558822 887733667777
oorr 0077888866 226666338888

RENAULT & PEUGEOT CAR & VAN SPECIALISTS

Now

Specialising

in Citroen!

All other makes and models welcome.
All Contract & Lease work also undertaken

Save up to
50% OFF

We can now service your car from new using main
dealer parts without effecting your warranty

Specialist Diagnostic Equipment

t:01908 366555 m:07958 393705
w:stevesautos.co.uk e:service@stevesautos.co.uk

8 Romar Court, Denbigh West Industrial Estate, Bletchley, Milton KeynesMost major credit cards accepted (American Express small charge)

● Servicing to Manufacturers Standards
● Engine Rebuilds
● Broken Cambelts
● Clutches & Gearbox Repairs
● Brakes
● Exhausts
● Batteries
● Reasonable Prices
● Recovery Service Available

for all engine management warning light faults

Free Pick-up and return
from office or home if required, selected areas

Snapped cambelts cause damage!
Do you know when your cambelt should be changed?
Phone us now for free advice!

Main Dealer Prices

Special Offer
Service

£90
Including parts for most vehicles + VAT

(terms & conditions apply)

please quote MKNEWS1

plus VAT

Air Con

£45

MOT’s £25
including a FREE Brake check

Terms & conditions apply when requested

Looking for leaflet
distribution that
works and always
hits your targets?

Promote your business
with Leaflets in any of
our newspapers from
only £13.50 per 1,000

NORTHAMPTON

RUSHDEN

KETTERINGKETTERING

KETTERINGDAVENTRY

CORBY

WELLINGBOROUGH

TOWCESTER BEDFORD

LUTON

LEIGHTON
BUZZARD

OLNEY

NEWPORT
PAGNELL

BLETCHLEY FLITWICK

ROUND GREEN

LIMEBURY

CLOPHILL
SHILLINGTON

STOTFOLD

SANDY

POTTON

BROMHAM

CRANFIELD

SHARNBROOK

GT BARFORD

NORTH
BEDS

MID BEDS

BUCKS DUNSTABLE

J18

J17

J16

J15A

J15

J14

J13

J12

J11

J10

Distribute your leaflets in the following titles

For further information call 01582 390358

Herald&Post
Northants

For your next car find it at www.motors.co.uk/mknews MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | April 4, 2012 | 69
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FIRST WITH THE MATCH REPORT www.mk-news.co.uk AFTER THE FINAL WHISTLE

LOCAL FOOTBALL
DEAN Buss and Matt Broomes both found
the target on Saturday as Newport Pagnell
Town grabbed an away win at Cogenhoe
United in the UCL Premier.

In the South Midlands Division One Stony
Stratford went down to a home defeat to
Harpenden Town, but New Bradwell St Peter
grabbed a 1-0 away win against St Albans
City Reserves.

Willen remain on top of the MK Sunday
League Premier Division after a convincing
7-0 win over Loughton Athletic but Stony
Stratford, who have three games in hand, are
just a point behind after their 3-2 win over
Great Mile Ash.

Padbury AFC beat CS Athletic 5-2 and
Stantonbury Social A saw off Trade 2U 6-2 in
the division’s other games.

In Division One, AFC Santander are still top
of the pile following their 5-2 success
against Stacey Bushes, but second-placed
Olney kept the pressure on by beating MK
United 6-1.

Olney are only three points behind their
rivals – who they face on April 15 in a likely
title decider – with a better goal difference.

FC MIIX beat MK Legends 9-0 and
Stantonbury Social B beat Punjab Utd 5-0
elsewhere in the division.

ATHLETICS
NO LESS than 15 Marshall Milton Keynes
athletes represented their counties at the
English Schools Cross Country Champ-
ionships at Ilton in Somerset.

A great run by senior girl Beth Swords
grabbed a top ten position, and the Buck-
inghamshire team won the Durham Trophy
as the best group B county.

Meanwhile, a superb run by Marcin Fudalej
saw him win the Oakley 20 mile race in a
club record time of 1.50.30, with Jane
Ovington coming third in the women’s race.

SQUASH
MK SQUASH Club, based at Kiln Farm, have
been crowned as Bedfordshire League 2
Champions.

Adeyi Gbenga, Steve McBride, Martin
Johnson, Barry Smith and Dylan Harris rep-
resented the team on a successful finals
night, and Steve Evans, Steve Burnett, Chris
Plummer, Alan Dickinson also played and
won during the season.

WATER POLO
THERE was a first win for MK Water Polo
Club on Sunday, when Hitchin were beaten
18-4 to seal the inaugural win after five
games played.

The club, which trains at Stantonbury
Leisure Centre, is still looking for more play-
ers over the age of 16.

For more information visit the website at
www.mkwaterpolo.co.uk.

HOCKEY
MK MEN’S 1sts have avoided relegation in
the South League Premier Division One.

Rivals Eastbourne were beaten on Sat-
urday to ensure safety, and on Sunday MK
picked up a 4-3 win over Staines.

A resounding 11-0 victory over bottom of
the table Abingdon Pilgrims kept the Ladies
1sts on course for a league and cup double.

Sophie Reynolds bagged five of the goals
and Gemma Meredith (2), Kate Cash, Karmel
Bracken, Lou Reynolds and Sarah Lowry also
found the target to complete the win over the
a club who have not scored a point.

The ladies have one league game left but
also have the Investec Hockey Vase final
against Oxted on April 14 to look forward to.

Elsewhere, the Men’s 2nds lost 4-1 to
Gerrards Cross but the 3rds saw off Leighton
Buzzard 6-3 to prevent them from winning
the league on MK turf.

There was a good point for the Ladies’
2nds who closed their season with a 1-1
draw at Newbury and Thatcham, and the
3rds saw off Abingdon 1sts 2-1 to finish third
in their division.

SPORTSHORTS MK Dons assistant
boss JOHN
GORMAN writes
exclusively for MK
NEWS every week
I HAVE to mention Saturday’s defeat to
Brentford first to get it out of the way.

We don’t like losing so it hurt us a bit,
but once again I think that it was a
game of circumstance.

After making an excellent start we
were struck down by two killer goals.

People may say that it was a poor per-
formance, and we huffed and puffed in
the second half as we had to try and
pull the game back.

But the lads never gave up and apart
from their two goals and a one-on-one
in the second half, Brentford didn’t
have any clear chances.

We don’t like to complain about the
state of the pitch and we will not be
using it as an excuse, but although it is
not the groundsman’s fault it is in a
poor condition.

I should also congratulate the fans for
the noise they made as they kept
singing even at 2-0 down.

Shaun Williams scored another cool
penalty and we could have got a draw
when Jabo hit the post in added time.

The important thing now is to not
dwell on the defeat and to bounce back.

Perhaps we we were worrying about
second place too much but now we
want to beat Preston on Saturday and
Tranmere on Easter Monday. We want
to secure our play-off spot as soon as
possible.

On Tuesday our U15 team are playing
Liverpool, kick-off at 7pm, and it would
be nice to see a good crowd like the one
which supported them when they
played Chelsea last year.

Watching our younger players per-
form is always an excellent thing to do
and as there is the possibility of Seyi
Ojo returning with Liverpool, it should
be an interesting game.

Finally, I would like to pay tribute to a
former team mate of mine Barry
Kitchener, who sadly died this week.

We played together in America, he
was a giant of a defender who was
tremendous in the air, and a lovely
man.

APR 7 PRESTON (A)
APR 9 TRANMERE (H)
APR 14 SCUNTHORPE (A)
APR 21 SHEFF UTD (H)
APR 28 ROCHDALE (A)
MAY 5 WALSALL (H)

| Home | Away
Team P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS

1 Charlton 40 12 6 2 40 17 13 4 3 32 14 41 85
2 Sheff United 40 14 3 3 47 23 10 4 6 31 19 36 79
3 Sheffield Wed 40 14 4 2 41 18 9 4 7 28 27 24 77
4 Huddersfield 39 12 6 2 32 17 6 11 2 40 23 32 71
5 DONS 40 10 6 4 41 21 8 7 5 33 23 30 67
6 Carlisle 39 11 6 3 37 28 6 7 6 21 30 0 64
7 Notts County 40 11 5 4 33 23 6 4 10 26 31 5 60
8 Stevenage 39 7 9 3 29 21 7 8 5 25 16 17 59
9 Brentford 39 8 5 6 30 22 7 6 7 23 24 7 56
10 Colchester 40 7 9 4 32 29 5 8 7 20 24 -1 53
11 Hartlepool 40 5 5 10 18 19 8 6 6 25 28 -4 50
12 Bournemouth 40 7 4 9 19 22 6 7 7 23 25 -5 50
13 Tranmere 40 8 9 3 22 14 4 3 13 19 30 -3 48
14 Oldham 39 8 4 8 23 23 5 5 9 22 33 -11 48
15 Yeovil Town 40 8 3 9 28 32 4 8 8 22 32 -14 47
16 Preston 40 6 7 7 26 32 6 4 10 22 30 -14 47
17 Scunthorpe 40 4 9 7 26 29 5 10 5 26 24 -1 46
18 Leyton Orient 39 5 5 9 18 25 7 5 8 23 33 -17 46
19 Bury 40 6 7 7 26 31 6 3 11 25 39 -19 46
20 Walsall 40 6 8 6 23 23 2 11 7 21 25 -4 43
21 Wycombe 40 7 4 9 31 31 4 4 12 27 42 -15 41
22 Rochdale 40 5 8 7 24 30 2 6 12 14 35 -27 35
23 Exeter City 40 6 7 7 22 25 2 4 14 12 38 -29 35
24 Chesterfield 40 5 6 9 18 29 2 6 12 24 41 -28 33

LEAGUE ONE TABLE

THE LAST SIX GAMES

Top two failure has
knocked us all back

Preston visit gives Dons the chance to play party poopers
PRESTON will be celebrating one of
the all time greats when they host
Dons on Saturday but Karl Rob-
inson is keen to spoil the party.

The clash at Deepdale is a special
one for the Lancashire club who will
be marking the 90th birthday of leg-
endary player Sir Tom Finney.

A bumper crowd is expected and
David Beckham – a former Preston
loanee – has even been tipped to
appear to help with the festivities.

Dons however will only have three
points on their mind and will be
keen to ensure that the celebration
does not have its dream ending.

Robinson said: “It’s a lovely occa-
sion and we’re looking forward to
being a part of it.

“But once that whistle goes it’s
war, I can’t wait.

“If Beckham is there he can watch
a great team play. Hopefully we'll
put on a performance.

“We’ve got to go and make sure we
respect Tom Finney, respect the
occasion and win the game.”

Preston claimed a 1-0 win over
Dons at stadiummk in December, in
a game which was beamed lived on
Sky TV.

After relegation from the Cham-
pionship last season they would
have been hoping for an instant
return but results have seen them
fall way off the promotion pace.

The club appeared to be in turmoil
following their defeat to Sheffield
Wednesday on Saturday, when
manager Graham Westley suggested
that some of his squad had leaked
details of his team and tactics to
their opponents.

It’s an extraordinary situation but
Robinson said that he had not
received such information and that
he is expecting a tough game no
matter what mood the Preston

camp find themselves in.
“If that has happened it’s embar-

rassing on the players’ behalf,” the
manager said.

“But Preston are a very tough
team.

“Okay, their form hasn’t been great
but we know that they beat us when
we should have won convincingly.”

Robinson has held individual
meetings with every player ahead of
the clash as he looks to end a two-
game losing streak.

His side will have little time to rest
after the match as Tranmere are vis-
iting stadiummk on Easter Monday.

Dons wanted the Preston game
switched to Good Friday – when
Tranmere are playing – to benefit
from an extra day’s rest but this
request was refused.

“It’s difficult to prepare and go
again in 24-hours and Tranmere
should be fresher,” Robinson said.

Not including last night’s matches.

DONS skipper Dean Lewington be-
lieves that his side’s back-to-back
defeats could be down to a hang-
over caused by slipping out of the
automatic promotion race.

Brentford took advantage of one of
the poorest home displays of the
season on Saturday with a 2-1 victo-
ry at stadiummk, just four days after
Carlisle had also seen off Dons by
the same scoreline.

A top two finish has always been
the target but a run of two wins out
of eight in March has resulted in the
play-offs now looking like the only
realistic route to the Championship.

Lewington, pictured, said that
conceding a stoppage time equalis-
er to Buckinghamshire rivals Wyc-
ombe was the moment the players
knew that their automatic hopes
were over. And he said that the real-
isation had impacted the players.

“What you are seeing now is the
disappointment in missing out on
second place,” he told MK SPORT.

“After the Wycombe game every-
one knew in the changing room that
we’d blown it really so it’s been a bit
down for the last week or two.

“There were a couple of bad
results before when we could still
make it up but it got to the stage
where we needed teams to lose
three or four games.”

Apart from a strong opening ten
minutes and a late flourish, Dons
failed to get started against
Brentford who scored two excellent
goals in the first half.

Boss Karl Robinson had to cope
without four key players and his
side did not look themselves, lack-
ing rhythm and fluency as the pass-
ing game struggled to get going.

The visitors worked exceptionally
hard to prevent their hosts from
knocking the ball around with their
usual flair, and they adopted a phys-
ical approach with niggly fouls and
strong challenges which disrupted
the way Dons wanted to play.

It was an effective approach for
Uwe Rosler’s side and Dons could
not find a plan B to combat it
despite a whole lot of effort.

Lewington now knows the impor-
tance of shrugging off the two game
blip and focusing all efforts on a
possible play-off final at Wembley.

He said: “We’ve had a few draws
from winning positions and just
seemed to stutter a little bit. A big
gap opened up to second place and
we lost ground.

“It’s hugely frustrating when
you've been so close, and if we get
to the play-offs hopefully we’ll be
over that. All attentions now are on
getting out of the league at
Wembley.

“We need to get the points

required to the get to the play-offs,
before trying to get through them
and trying to win them. Everything
we do now is towards that.”

The skipper added that the state of
the stadiummk pitch and injuries at
the club has also taken their toll.

But he said that clubs remaining
in the automatic promotion hunt
could still have to go through what
Dons are currently feeling.

He said: “If you miss out on the
final day of the season then that’s
obviously a big disappointment, but
we’d see the play-offs not as a disap-
pointment but an opportunity.”
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TOURING CARS
JAMES Nash looked impressive at the second
round of the World Touring Car Championships in
Valencia this weekend, but it wasn’t quite enough to
earn the Newport Pagnell driver any points.

The Team AoN man started both of Sunday’s
races from 16th on the grid but battled his way up
to 11th on each occasion.

However, in race one he had to concede position
near to the end – resulting in a 12th place finish –
and in race two a broken suspension, the result of
an earlier contact with another car, forced him to
retire with five laps to go.

Nash also suffered a blow during the opening
round of the championship in Italy, when he was
caught up in a crash at the first bend.

But he has proven that when his machinery
allows he possesses the race craft to compete at
the highest level.

He said: “I got good starts in both races which is
critical when the field is as competitive as it is in the
World Touring Cars Championship.

“We had some good racing thereafter, the high-
light I guess was passing former F1 driver Tiago
Montiero in an out-braking manoeuvre.

“It was a shame to finish race two early in the pits
but all in all I’m not too disappointed with how
we’ve gone this weekend.

“We’re continuing to make progress with the Ford
Focus which is brand new this season and we’re
going to concentrate our minds on the chassis
between now and the next meeting in two weeks’
time. There is definitely time to be found in the car
as we develop it.

“Nevertheless, our race pace today was on the
edge of the top ten in spite of us having to carry a
30kg weight penalty until we can fit some
redesigned parts.

“So going forward, there are good reasons to be
optimistic for the Championship ahead.”

The season next moves on to Morocco on April
14/15, for two races on the Marrakech Street Circuit

Defending champion Yvan Muller currently sits on
top of the standings.

BADMINTON
THE city’s National Badminton Centre is celebrating
a double success after two homegrown title wins at
the Finnish Open.

England’s number one Rajiv Ouseph became
men’s singles champion and Anglo-Scottish pair
Chris Adcock and Imogen Bankier captured the
mixed doubles crown.

Ouseph, who is set to represent Great Britain at
the Olympics this summer, saw off Sweden’s Henri
Hurskainen in a hard-fought final in Vantaa.

He pulled back from 17-14 down in the first game
to take it 21-18 before the Swede hit back to take
the second 21-16.

In the decider Ouseph was seemingly cruising at
13-5 but Hurskainen fought back to trail by just one
point at 19-18 before the Englishman claimed the
next two points to seal victory.

Ouseph gained 4,000 ranking points with the win
and he is now closing in on a return to the world's
top 20 as he prepares for the European Champ-
ionships in Karlskrona, Sweden, in a fortnight.

World silver medallists Adcock and Bankier took
on Denmark’s Anders Skaarup Rasmussen and Sara
Thygesen and won 22-24, 21-12, 21-13 to cancel
out the success of rivals Nathan Robertson and
Jenny Wallwork in Poland last weekend.

TABLE TENNIS
ANDREW Baggaley is hoping to seal his spot at Lon-
don 2012 when the European Olympic Qualifying
tournament gets started in Luxembourg.

The city ace is keen to qualify in his own right
rather than rely on one of Great Britain’s guaranteed
places at the games, with 11 spots up for grabs in
all when the event begins on Tuesday.

Baggaley has recently competed for England at
the World Team Championships in Dortmund, in the
second division of the tournament.

He was undefeated as England ended the group
stages unbeaten thanks to wins over Egypt,
Argentina, Cuba, Venezuela and Australia.

But in the first knock-out stage England went
down 3-1 to India with Baggaley losing in four to
Ghosh Soumyajit.

The city player was then not involved in victories
over Italy and Egypt as his country finished the
championships in 29th spot overall.

Hopes of playing in the higher championship divi-
sion at the next tournament in 2014 depends on the
overall world rankings of the players involved.

SPORTSSHORTS RUGBY UNION

Huge victory means
City are on the brink
A DOMINANT Milton Keynes thrashed
Wooton Bassett 55-7 on Saturday to tight-
en their grip on the play-off spot in the
Southern Counties North.

City are second in the division, five
points ahead of nearest rivals Windsor,
who they will need to hold off to maintain
their chances of promotion to the South
West 1 East.

The Berkshire club have a game in hand,
which they will play away at Malborough
on Saturday, which could see them jump
back above MK.

But Windsor will then need points from
their trip to runaway leaders Beaconsfield
on the final day of the season in two weeks
time, when City will host Alchester in their
last match of the campaign.

Bonus point wins, when five points are
awarded instead of four for scoring four or
more tries, will be what both sides are aim-
ing for during the crucial run-in.

If Windsor win all of their remaining
games with a bonus point, then they will
pip MK to the post no matter what the city
side achieve.

Whoever grabs the spot will play-off
against a side from the Southern Counties
South for the right to go up.

City were rampant against Wooton
Bassett, the first try arriving shortly after
kick-off when Dan Rolfe found the corner.

After only seven minutes skipper Richard
Hill had added a second score after strong
work from a rampaging MK pack and
Scott Aspinall claimed the third try after a
clever kick bounced off the post.

Rolfe ran in his second try to secure the
bonus point and Ashley Hill added a fifth
as the maul crossed the line.

On the stroke of half-time Phil Powell
kicked the ball into the corner and the MK
pack moved forward after Steve Christie
had stolen the ball from the line-out,
allowing Hill to break away and score his
second try of the day.

In the second half Wooton grabbed a
consolation after MK full back Dan Walker
was yellow carded for entering the maul
from the side but two tries from Powell
and another from Aspinall completed the
comfortable victory.

Attentions can now turn to the massive
game against Alchester with the outcome
having a huge factor on how MK’s season
ends.

Meanwhile, Bletchley, who are already in
the South West 1 East, were beaten 24-13
by Reading and are still hovering near the
relegation places.

In the same division bottom of the table
Olney went down 48-15 to High Wycombe
despite a hat-trick of tries from winger
Cameron McLean.

ICE HOCKEY

Lightning to battle
with a familiar foe

Lightning put Slough under pressure on Saturday. Pic: Jez Tibbetts

Lightning 3 Slough Jets 4
Slough Jets 2 Lightning 3

LIGHTNING and Slough Jets
could not be separated this
weekend and now they must do
it all again in the play-offs.

Slough triumphed 4-3 at Planet
Ice but Lightning got their
revenge with a 3-2 win in Slough
as the English Premier League
season came to a close.

If aggregate scores counted it
would have been 6-6, and some-
thing will have to give in the
play-off encounters.

The top eight sides in the
league are facing off against each
other with the four winners
advancing to the play-off finals
day in Coventry.

Saturday’s final home league
game saw the Jets comprehen-
sively out-shot by a dominant
Lightning and, for the vast

majority of the game, out-
played, but a late goal by Darius
Pliskauskas meant the two
points went back to Surrey.

However, it was a different
story in Slough 24-hours later
with Lightning building a lead
and keeping it to make sure of
the points.

Player-coach Nick Poole said:
“Slough are a very good team,
who we more than matched over
six periods of hockey at the
weekend.

“But despite everything on Sat-
urday, we let our guard down for
a couple of split-second lapses,
and let them get crucial goals
even though we had more
chances.

“So we know what we need to
do this weekend to beat them
over two legs and make sure it’s
us going to Coventry at their
expense – 100 per cent concen-
tration from start to finish, and

to be more clinical.
“Over the first two periods on

Saturday we outshot them by an
aggregate three to one, which
shows you what an incredible
work rate we put in.

“We’ll be looking for a better
conversion rate this weekend
and we know we can do it
because we’ve scored a lot of
goals in the last few weeks.

“We want to qualify for Cov-
entry because we know how
much it means to our fans.

“It’s a huge weekend and once
you’re there, anything can hap-
pen, but we need to get there
first, so that’s what we’re concen-
trating on for now – we can’t wait
to get started this weekend.”

The home leg of the tie will be
played at Planet Ice on Saturday,
with face-off at 7pm.

This will be followed by the cru-
cial away leg in Slough on
Sunday, again starting at 7pm.

BASKETBALL

Lions slip out of play-off positions
Newcastle Eagles 101 Lions 92

LIONS coach Mike New said that
his side were in a play-off ‘dog
fight’ after this defeat in the
north east.

A battling performance at Bri-
tish Basketball League leaders
Newcastle Eagles could not stop
the loss on Friday night – and the
city side slid out of the play-off
positions as a result.

New, pictured, saw his side
leap-frogged by rivals Cheshire
Jets, who now hold the coveted
eighth spot – the final play-off
berth.

But the coach remains confi-
dence that Lions can regain their
place in the end-of-season shake
up and he has taken positives
from the Newcastle game de-
spite it ending in defeat.

As league leaders, Eagles would
be the play-off opposition if
Lions did finish in eighth place
and New doesn’t think that his
players should have anything to
fear after the champions elect

were run close by his side.
He said: “We match up well

against Newcastle, a lot of teams
lose easily by 15 to 25 points but
we kept it to single digits.

“Considering they are the best
team in the league we are not in
a bad place on the measuring
stick.

“We have not been playing to
our potential but we have set
ourselves some short-term goals
and hope to catapult back into

the play-offs with momentum.
“Everyone is on the same page

and this is an exciting time for
basketball.

“We are in a dog fight with just
five games left to go.”

The Eagles were led once more
by 28 points from Charles Smith,
with Demarius Bolds and Daniel
Northern leading the visitors
with 20 apiece.

Northern added a game high 13
rebounds but Lions suffered a
blow when Justin Dobbins was
taken to hospital after picking up
a serious looking injury.

He was stretchered off but the
knee knock is not thought to be
as bad as originally feared.

Next up for Lions is a home
game with high flying Plymouth
Raiders on Good Friday, who
were beaten in Winterhill in the
BBL Trophy semi-final earlier
this season.

The following weekend sees the
huge game with Cheshire.

Tip-off for the Plymouth clash
is 7.30pm.

Pic: Ellie Merridale
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KARL Robinson is publically courting
striker Neil Mellor – who is on the books
of Saturday’s opponents Preston.

The Dons boss watched the 29-year-old
cause numerous problems for his players
when the two sides met earlier in the sea-
son and is determined to have him as
part of his own squad.

As a result Mellor, who worked with
Robinson at Liverpool, will be a top sum-
mer target for the club.

He only managed half-an-hour during
the previous match at stadiummk before
having to hobble off with an injury.

But Robinson had already been suitably
impressed by the forward, who is still
struggling with his fitness.

“I remember Neil Mellor absolutely ter-
rorising us for 25 minutes,” the boss said.

“He was the best player on the pitch and
I want him desperately next season.

“I’ve spoken to him at great length and I
think that Charlie MacDonald, Jabo Ib-
ehre and maybe Neil next year would
provide tremendous strength in depth.

“Him with Charlie or Jabo would be an
awesome partnership.

“That’s the sort of thing I want to look at
to get us where we want to get to, and the
chairman has backed me all the way.”

Sheffield Wednesday striker Clinton
Morrison, who enjoyed a productive
month on loan at Dons earlier this sea-
son, could be another target as he is
unlikely to have a future at the Owls.

But Robinson said it could be difficult to
find the cash needed to bring him in.

He said: “Clinton’s a great lad and he
knows I think the world of him but peo-
ple can demand massive wages and it’s
difficult to attract them.

“With Charlie and Jabo here we only
need to add one up top, and maybe a
winger and a right back in the summer.”

Robinson added that one of his current
crop of players is close to signing an
extension to his contract to keep him at
stadiummk.

But MK SPORT understands that on-
loan West Ham striker Rob Hall is due to
leave the club as Robinson has decided to
terminate the agreement.

The 18-year-old was signed up until the
end of the season only last month, and
has made just two substitute appear-
ances against Chesterfield and Brentford.

Jabo Ibehre missed this stoppage time chance to equalise on Saturday as Dons lost to Brentford. More Dons coverage on page 70. Picture: Andy Handley.

Robbo’s desperate
to sign Neil Mellor

Six weeks to make history

Play-off
time for
Lightning

– page 71

BY DAN PALMER
dan.palmer@mk-news.co.uk

DONS players have been chal-
lenged to bounce back from consec-
utive home defeats by making club
history over the next six weeks.

The setbacks against Carlisle and
Brentford have left the squad looking
over their shoulder at the chasing
play-off pack when a fortnight ago
the focus had been on going up auto-
matically by breaking into League
One’s top two.

Some are now fearing that the club
could slide out of the play-off posi-
tions entirely but boss Karl Robinson
believes that there is plenty to be
positive about with just six games

remaining this season.
The manager feels that his side

have been unlucky with both injuries
and refereeing decisions in recent
games.

And he is relishing the last weeks of
the campaign when promotion to
the Championship via a Wembley
play-off final is very much the goal.

Dons still have a healthy seven
point gap to Notts County – the team
directly below the play-offs –
although eight adrift Stevenage have
a game in hand.

Robinson’s side know that their two
game losing streak cannot be extend-
ed if they want to avoid a ner-
vewracking end to the season.

And they will also be hoping to hit

form during the crucial last matches
so, should they make it, they can
enter the play-off campaign full of
confidence.

Robinson said: “We’re in a strong
position at the moment. I love it, this
is the best time of the year.

“Bring it on, whoever you are, as
we’re ready for you.

“We’re ready to rumble and we’re
not going to leave anything in the
tank. There’s an awful lot of effort
and heart and soul left in us.

“These are six weeks to define a life
and earn a place in this club’s very
short history.

“We’ve got some of our history up
on the walls now, and we can add to
that if we can get over this line.

“It’s a difficult line to cross but we’re
ready for the challenges.”

The manager added that his players
did not think that a play-off spot had
already been secured.

He said: “We are taking nothing for
granted and we will approach these
games in the right frame of mind.

“In the games we lost we don’t think
that we were a million miles away, we
should have won them.

“We’ll dust ourselves off and go
again, we don’t get too despondent
when we lose or get carried away
when we win, we stay very level in
our thought process.

“If we’re not in the play-offs it will
be because we were not good
enough.”

72 | April 4, 2012 | www.mkweb.co.uk | MKNEWS



MKNEWS | www.mkweb.co.uk | April 4, 2012 | III



IV | April 4, 2012 | www.mkweb.co.uk | MKNEWS


